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12 Fantasy Warfare 
Battle of the masked men: 
Mil Mascaras vs. Rey Mysterio. 
14 кип» Courage 
Angle's Greatest Dilemma of all: 
Risk everything or miss WrestleMania. 
22 More Gore for Your Buck 
His long convalescence over, Rhyno 
hits the ring more intense than ever. 
26 RAW Interview 
Never say never...a revealing interview with 
Sable on her departure, her comeback and more. 
34 Collision Course 
The rivalry between Triple H and Goldberg 
is real, personal and about to erupt. 
46 Amazing with a Z 
Learn the incredibly inspirational story of 
Zach Gowan, a.k.a. Tenacious 2 
52 Team Terrific 
Shelton Benjamin and Charlie Haas have 
quickly carved their niche in WWE. 
60 A Legendary Beast 


The one and only George “the Animal” Steele 
is this month's "Legends" profile. 
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It turns out that Stratusfaction isn't the only thing that's guaranteed. If you spot Trish Stratus, it's a 
virtual certainty that she'll have several packets of Kool-Aid in her possession. 

In fact, she considers them one of the most important travel items on her checklist. 

"When | pack for a trip, it's like my undies, my socks, my Kool-Aid. That's one of the things | have to 
have. When | leave in the morning, | have my carry-on bag, my purse and my Kool-Aid.” 


As this magazine went to press, Trish was a four-time Women's Champion, and a lifelong Kool-Aid | 


drinker. 

"| grew up on Kool-Aid,” she said. “My mom always used to make it. It was a Staple at our home. It 
became one of the habits that | never dropped." 

Indeed, backstage, Trish is seemingly always carrying a large bottle of colored liquid with her. That's 
been a habit since she started in the fitness modeling world. 

"Muscle Mag assigned a trainer to me," she said. “And one of the important things he said to me 
was, "You've really aot to drink a lot of water.’ But he also said, "You know, you can flavor it with things 
like Crystal Light and sugar-free Kool-Aid.” 

She took his advice because, after all, water's great, but “it's so much tastier when it tastes like 
grape, cherry or fruit punch.’ 

Back home in Toronto, she'll buy a large box of sugar-free packets— "and they don't even sell them 
at bulk prices!"—and store them in her closet. She packs two packets for each day she'll be on the 
road. She drinks a minimum of one large bottle every day, but brings two just in case. 

She'll often drink an entire bottle while working out, and then sip another bottle throughout the day. 
She'll increase her intake if she's preparing for a photo shoot, drinking continuously until just before she 
goes to sleep at night. 

"| literally sit there before bed and say, ‘Okay, I've got to finish this bottle, " she said. “It's just one of 
those things in my head, like putting on a seatbelt—you just do it. It's second nature." 

Her diet has changed over the years. There was a time she wouldn't touch bread or dairy products, 
she's a bit more flexible these days. 

She says she likes some of the new flavors that Crystal Light has come out with, and will try “any- 
thing, as long as it's tasty." But she generally prefers Kool-Aid, and says her favorite flavors are cherry, 
grape and orange. 

“| do go through phases where l'Il have grape five days in a row, and |! get really sick of it and have 
to switch," she says. "Switching it up is very important." 

— Phil Speer 
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Letters to the editor 





Dear Editor, 
Being a huge Kevin Nash fan since his Diesel days in 1994, 
I loved the interview with him and was so glad to see him 
come back to WWE TV. Also, I found the Lance Storm 
article to be a real eye-opener, and it showed a whole other 
side to this Superstar. Like Storm, I love to read and am 
always on the lookout for good books I haven't read vet. So 
when he mentioned Janet Evanovich as one of his favorite 
writers, | decided to find out more about her and the books 
she's written. Suffice to say that, after looking them up online, 
[ most definitely plan to read them. Thanks, Lance! 
Theresa Ріссіно 
Brooklyn, NY 


Victoria and Molly: MIA? 


Dear Editor, 
I have been a loyal reader of RAW Magazine for nearly three 
years, and I must say that the magazine has improved won- 
derfully over the years. But I am upset about how much 
attention you focus on Trish Stratus, Stacy Keibler and 
Torrie Wilson. Granted, they are all beautiful Divas, but 
what about the others? I would love to see Victoria and 
Molly Holly featured more often. If I ever opened my mail- 
box and saw Victoria on the cover, I would freak out; she 18 
one of my favorite Divas ever. A cover, poster and interview 
with Victoria or Molly would be great. 
Tori 
Via E-mail 


He's Gold! 


| 


Dear Editor, 


Thank you for finally doing an article on Goldust. 1 am a 
big fan of his and am glad to see someone pay homage to 
his family’s wrestling history. He is the reason that ] started 
watching wrestling. Sure, all the rest of the talent aren't bad 
to look at, but Goldie shows the younger people that they 
can be different and still fit in. His sense of humor shows 
through consistently, and he is a talented competitor to top 
off the package. 
Melissa Freeman 
Indianola, TA 
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Cena Rocks the House 


Dear Editor, 
1 think the interview with John Cena in the April 2003 issue 
of RAW Magazine was cool. He definitely has more atten- 
tion on him because of him showcasing aspects of hip-hop. 
But I do think that there was a misperception present. Even 
though hip-hop has changed throughout the years, it still has 
always been about raw energy and creativity being expressed 
in rhyme form or in different forms of the art itself. But 1 
think too many of us today mistake what real hip-hop or à 
real hip-hop artist is because of the overused and abused 
terms "street" “gangsta.” “thug.” and you can add "playa," 
“baller,” “fool,” "dog" and of course the "n" word to this 
list, too. Not to come off too serious or anything, but these 
terms have been the only real negative and derogatory thing 
that has followed the art and should be let go, because 11 
gives a false impression of what this art form is about. 
Fabian “Sincere” Phillips 
Dallas, TX 


Dear Editor, 
It was great to read about our hometown guy John Cena. 
Just like he said, West Newbury isn't a "down" town but à 
"small town." I think Cena is the biggest celebrity to ever 
come out of here, and he has made a wonderful life for 
himself with WWE. I hope his career continues to grow. | 
look forward to seeing, hearing and reading more about him. 
Suzanne (Mesle) Taylor 
West Newbury, MA 


Welcome Back, Big Kev 


Dear Editor, 
I would have to say that the John Cena story was good; it 
shows how hard he is trying to become a rapper and be one 
of the best in the business. Also I think that this is the best 
that Torrie Wilson has ever looked, But my all-time favorite 
article was probably “The Biggest, Sexiest Interview Ever.” 
I've always liked Kevin Nash; I think he is great in the ring. 
Like he says, you have to know him to like him. 1 think the 
tribute to "Mr. Perfect" Curt Hennig was also great. 
Irene 5. 
Via E-mail 
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R...E.. Y Mysterio, 


| 7 wW world 
/ here we go... 





"619" isn't just San Diego's area code, 
it's WWE Superstar Rey Mysterio's 
signature move, recalling his hometown. 
Join Rey for this special journey from his 
humble *619" beginnings...to his days in 
WCW...to his high-flyin’ WWE career. 

қ Rey takes us to Mexico, where he first 

5 began training. Get Rey's unique 

л perspectives on his fiercest rivals 
in the business. 

1 For the first time anywhere, 

4 Rey's family members and 

‚ || WWE Superstars help profile 
123 acrobatic and unique 
performer in WWE today. 





J plain awesome! 
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* 10 Additional matches including: 
GREAT AMERICAN BASH 6.16.1996 
vs. Dean Malenko - Rey's WCW Debut 
NITRO 7.8.1996 
vs. Dean Malenko - 1st Cruiserweight win 
SMACKDOWN! 7.23.2002 
vs. Chavo Guerrero - Rey's WWE Debut 
SMACKDOWN! 9.26.2002 

AE vs. Kurt Angle vs. Chris Benoit 

WWE.COM PLUS 6 MORE MATCHES! 


World Wrestling Entertainment, ine names of ail World Wrestling Entertainment televised and lirê programming, talent names. images, likenesses, slogans and wrestling moves and aii 8 
Wrestling Entertainment! logos. are trademarks which are the exchesive property of World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. © 2003 World Wresiting Entertainment, bec. All Rights Rese | 





By Jim Ross 


pened in the “old days.” 
[ can tell you from experience that 


the wrestling rings and mat covers | 


are much better today than they were 
when I first started in this business, 
The WWE has upgraded our rings 
over the years, and we now have the 
best anywhere. This isn't ballet; il 
still hurts like hell to hammer the mat 
for a living. But, along with the travel, 


that’s one of the necessary evils of 


this business. 

Wrestling is a very physical way 
to make a living, and that will never 
change. Wrestlers can and should 
wrestle more and not be as dependent 
on acrobatics. This would greatly 
reduce the number of injuries suffered, 
but that issue is being seriously 
addressed even though there 15 no way 
to totally eliminate the physicality, 
and the corresponding injuries, from 
occurring. However, none of these 
issues can come as a surprise to any- 
one who is fortunate enough to be a 
part of WWE. We have done, and will 
continue to do, all we can to improve 
the environment our talent competes in, 
including their hectic travel schedules. 
But it will never be easv, and it will 
always be challenging. That's the 
nature of the beast. 

[ can also tell vou for a fact that 
talent can always request time off 
and receive it—to attend family func- 
tions or to simply chill for a few days. 
We actually encourage the talent to 


| spend quality time with family and 


friends, because it helps keep them sane 
and productive. It zives them balance 
in their lives; something we all need. 
We do our best to give talent "off- 
days" if they are of the mindset to work 
every day because, obviously, that isn't 
healthy. If they won't take care of 
themselves, we will step in and attempt 
to help them with this issue. 

| always smile when I read where 
"sources say" some wrestlers are 


afraid to ask for days off for fear of 


retribution from the “office.” What a 
load of manure! Again, it comes back 
to making good choices and decisions 


in one's life. 


From Ringside 


narrow state highways and the long 
trips we were often called on to make. 
With the basic goal of making a living 
(just like today's athletes), we hoped 
and prayed that we were booked full- 
time, which meant à chance to make a 
decent living. Therefore, a favorable 
schedule was one where vou worked 
virtually every day and could make 
99 percent of all your trips within the 
territory via your automobile. 

It wasn't easy, and the money cer- 
tainly wasn't as good as it is today, but 
we loved the business, and our passion 
for the product literally drove us from 
town to town. On those long car trips, 
| learned a great deal about the busi- 
ness from veteran wrestlers who always 
had a take on the state of the business, 
its past and its future. It was almost 
like going to a different college lecture 
on a nightly basis. These colorful 
"professors" would verbalize on ever; 
subject imaginable, including the stan- 
dard bill of fare of payoffs (money), 
the trips (always too long), the booking 
(the creative was never quite right) 
and their opponents (“he's always a half 
a step off”). 

On these trips, each adult in the 
vehicle had the opportunitv to make 
several personal choices: not only who 
they rode with, but also in what con- 
dition they would arrive at the next 
cheap motel we would call home for 
the night. Some enjoyed a hot cup of 
coffee or their nightly cold beer, while 
others made more destructive choices. 
Bottom line: For better or worse, the 
choice for those adults was completely 
theirs. If you didn’t want to be around 
those who trashed your vehicle or 
carried illegal substances, you made 
arrangements to ride with someone else 
or vou made the trip alone. It was as 
simple as that. The choice was yours 
to make. Just like it is today. 

The schedule is now more talent- 
friendly than it's ever been. Working 
a maximum of four days a week is not 
a bad schedule for a touring road show. 
This guarantees that the talent has the 
opportunity to be home with their 
family every week, which rarely hap- 


Greetings from 
under the Black 
Resistol Hat from 
a cookbook- 
writing, BBQ 
Sauce-cooking, 
Oklahoma 
Sooner-loving, 
proud American. 





he other day I was reading an inter- 

view with a former WWE Superstar, 
and that person commented on how 
hard the WWE schedule is and that lots 
of guys have to wrestle "sometimes 
four days a week.” More often than 
not, this “grueling” schedule is used as 
an excuse for a variety of many ex- 
WWE wrestlers’ personal ailments and 


| issues. Tm certainly not saying that our 


schedule 15 easy, because it's not; how- 
ever, the schedule today 15 so much 
better than yesteryear it isn't funny, 
For someone who got in the business 
in the 1970s, I can remember tons of 
long car trips with three or four other 
guys—if you were lucky. Driving alone 
in the old Mid-South territory was not 
a smart thing to do, considering the 
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ihe right choices. But at the end of the 

day, the choices are up to the indi- 

viduals themselves, and we can only 

hope that they make the right ones. 
Take care, 


" à 


(Boomer Sooner) 
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AS a company, we will continue to 
monitor our four-days-on, three-days- 
off schedule, and the selection of 
markets in which we compete. We will 
continue to provide expert medical 
care, along with certihed, full-time 
athletic trainers and the most crash- 
friendly rings we can buy. We will 
encourage every adult athlete to make 








With this unique business comes 
some potentially wonderful rewards, 
but they aren't without a price. There 
will be hard travel days and injuries. 
Talent will probably miss some sig- 


nificant family functions because of 


their schedules. These issues are no 
secret to those who are or want to be 
in our business. 

















An All-Axxess Pass 


SEEN IN SEATTLE 


WWE FAN AXXESS has quickly become one of the most anticipated 
features of the annual WrestleMania extravaganza, and this year's 
installment was no different! More than 10,000 fans packed the 
three-day festival at Seahawks Stadium to meet and greet their 
favorite Superstars and Divas, and to load up on merchandise and 
autographs. The Q&A sessions were jammed, and one of the big 
highlights was the video game competition at the THQ/Jakks booth. 
Shelton Benjamin reigned supreme as the video game champion 

after he defeated Steven Richards in the tournament final. 


(Bottom, from 
left): The fans 
packed the 
pavilion for three 
straight days. 
Christian and 

The Hurricane do 
battle in the video 
game tourney. 
The Hulkster 
poses down for а 
Hulkamaniac, Test 
and Stacy Keibler 
entertain ata 
Q&A session. 
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| (Top, from left): The WWE Shopzone booth | is койа full of the best WWE 
merchandise and collectibles. SmackDown! General Manager Stephanie 


McMahon fields questions from fans at her Q&A session. Jonathan 
Coachman interviews THQ/Jakks video game champ Shelton Benjamin. 


1 








outside the ring... 


June 2003 RAW MAGAZINE 9 


By Terri Runnels 





imagine your wife contemplating the same 
thing. Would you want her succumbing 
to the plays of some guy at work, and 


| finally when he has flirted enough with 


her, she thinks it won't hurt anyone and 


| she peels his banana...and eats it? 


O: My girlfriend just dumped me for 
another guy. We're still friends, though. 
Her current boyfriend ts acting like a 
real jerk. I believe that their relation- 
ship is ruining our friendship, but she 
doesnt think it is. 1 have no idea what 
I should do. So, Terri can you help me 
out? — Mattitude Follower 

A: It is hard for any insecure human 
being to handle their current girlfriend 
or boyfriend continuing contact with an 


| ex. I have to say I am friends with most 


of my ex's, and that feels good. If an ex 
sends the message that they want to be 
more than friends or disrespects vour 
current beau in any way, then I would 
drop the ex quicker than Stone Cold 
Steve Austin dropped Eric Bischolf to 
the mat in their last match. There is a 
middle ground here, try to find it. 


O: My girlfriend and I got back together 
a couple of days before her 16" birth- 
day. The last two days she has ignored 
me, and 1 don't know if I’ve done some- 
thing wrong or what. Now I'm hearing 
that she has a crush on one of my 
friends. Pm really scared of losing her 
because I love her more then life itself. 
Do you have any advice on what you 
went through as a teenager, or whether 


| or not to tread softly, because I will do 


absolutely anything for her. — J.J. 

A. How old are you? If you are under 18, 
| would say just concentrate on being 
her friend. If you are older, then spend 
some time chit-chatting with your used- 
to-be lover, and tell her exactly how you 
feel and find out exactly how she feels. 
| would bet my bottom dollar that she 
doesn't love you more than life itself! 
Blunt, but honest. Be well 








some of your other wonderful qualities, 
such as intelligence, a sense of humor 


| and some of the same interests, then 


don't worry about your looks. There is 
nothing more unattractive than lack of 


| confidence. Also, if she is a good soul, 


she will welcome your son with open 
arms. I'm not saying it will be easy, but 
she certainly shouldn't just drop vou 
because of your son. I would not intro- 
duce her to your son unless you know 
you are going to make a commitment to 
each other. It's not fair to bring people 
in and out of your child's life. Trust me... 
l've been there. 


O: Fm a happily married man, and 
I'm proud to say that Гуе never cheated 
on ту wife. But I recently met a woman, 
and whenever we see each other, she's 
all over me. I haven't done anything 
about it, but each time I feel more and 
more tempted. I'm starting to think 
that one time wouldn't hurt anyone. I 
wouldn't sleep with her, for fear of 


| catching something or getting her preg- 
nant, but (how can I put this nicely) 


there's more than one way to skin ₪ 
cat. What should І do? = 1 

A: You say you're a happily married 
man, but I don't know of any truly hap- 
pily married man or woman who cheats 
on their spouse. Somewhere there 1s 
something that is missing. It may be sex, 
communication, seduction, fun, under- 
standing or laughter, but something 15 
surely absent. All you have to do is 


It’s time for RAW Magazine's column 
on love, sex and everything in 
between, hosted by a Diva who has 
inspired more than her share of those 
emotions, Terri Runnels. Please submit 
your own questions from the world 

of Eros to Terri by e-mailing them to: 
askterri@wwe.com. 


O: I recently got my girl into bed and 
she said I wasn't very big in the size 
department. She says her baby brother 
is bigger. What can I do? — JP MC 

A: | was immediately worried when I read 
your question, just as most people read- 
ing it right now are. What in heaven's 
name 15 your girl doing looking al her 
brother's manhood? I hope for your sake 
that he is really a baby brother and not 
some teenage guy with huge amounts 
of testosterone coursing through his 
body. Let's assume that he is five years 
of age or under and that your girl is a 
really great big sister who occasionally 
helps dress him. Okay, now we can move 
on to your question. If you're not a well- 
endowed man. then vou must make the 
most of what vou have. Trust me, it's 
much better to have someone who knows 
what he's doing than someone who has 
the gift of a great package, but doesn't 
know how to open it up and share, Use 
lots of tricks so that she doesn't even 
think about the size. Have fun! 


(): Гуе been talking to this lady over 
the phone for about a month. We've 
never seen each other; we met over à 
chat-line dating service. I'm nervous 
about meeting her. She told me all about 
herself and she sounds drop-dead gor- 
реди, but Pm afraid of what she'll think 
of me when we meet. There is one more 
thing I didn't tell her: I have a son 
and he is seven years old. How should 
I go about telling her? Please help me 
out. — OMK Jr. 

A: You make it clear that she thinks of 
herself as some knockout bombshell. 
What do you think you are, chopped 
liver? What attracted vou to each other? 
If it was looks alone and she 15 gorgeous 
and you are as ugly as the inside of 
Kane's mask, then I am predicting sure 
failure. If vou two have started to enjoy 
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he could turn the maneuver into a far 
more powerful weapon than most who 


used it. 


Strategy 

The key for Mascaras would be 
using his 8Ü-pound weight advantage 
over Mysterio to its maximum effec- 
tiveness. Unlike many of his encounters, 
he would be wise to refrain from taking 
to the air. Mysterio would have the 
upper hand in that department. Instead, 
he should put the emphasis on power. 
Mascaras may not have been a power 
wrestler, but his tremendous speed 
could prevent his size from becoming à 


hindrance in this matchup. 


Strengths 

There is no competitor in the world 
with as much aerial expertise as Rey 
Mysterio. His innovative style gained 
him a cult following over the past decade 
before gaining mainstream adulation in 
WWE. He also possesses the kind of 
quickness rarely seen in this or any 
sport, making him a constantly moving 
target. 


Weaknesses 
Mvysterio s lack of size has always 
en a handicap when taking on larger 


be 


REY MYSTERIO 


FANTASY 
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well-muscled physique hindered him 
from honing this technique to the degree 
of later high-flyers. He competed al 
245 pounds, way beyond typical aerial- 


style wrestlers. 


Key Wins 

On June 12, 1967, Mascaras won his 
first tithe, the Mexican National Light 
Heavyweight Championship, from 
Espanto in Mexico City. In the NWA's 
Los Angeles promotion, he captured the 
Americas Championship three times 
between 1968 and 1971, defeating Buddy 
Austin, The Sheik and John Tolos. On 
December 18, 1972, he became the fırst 
masked wrestler to compete ın Madıson 
Square Garden, where he beat Ihe 
Spoiler. Five years later in the same 
arena, he achieved a non-title victory 
over WWE Champion Superstar Billy 
Graham when the referee stopped the 
match due to excessive bleeding. 


Key Losses 

Mascaras’ losses were few and far 
between, but El Mongol, the Great 
Kojika and Black Gordman all managed 
to wrest his coveted Americas title away 
from him. Also, his January 1978 
rematch with WWE Champion Billy 
Graham led to a disappointing DQ loss. 
Mascaras never achieved the same level 
of success in WWE. 


Finishing Move 

Like many who patterned themselves 
after him, Mil Mascaras used the flying 
bodypress from the top turnbuckle as 
his finisher. With the amount of body 
mass he was able to put behind it, 


MIL MASCARAS 


Strengths 

Conditioning was of major importance 
to Mascaras, and he was known as one 
of the most athletic performers of his 


day, He never lost his cool, referring 


to his seemingly limitless knowledge of 


holds and counterholds to confound his 
roughhousing opponents. 


Weaknesses 


M ascaras was a pioneer of aerial 


tactics during the "60s and "705, but his 


ل 









surefire way to get past Mascaras’ out- 
standing defense. Even the best techni 
cal wrestler in the world can't do a thing 
if he can't catch vou 


Final Analysis 

Those expecting Mascaras’ combi- 
nation of size and speed to win out 
might be taken by surprise by the out- 


| come of this encounter. It is likely that 


Mysterio s far greater aerial expertise 
would break down even Mascaras' leg- 
endary conditioning, making him à 
sitting duck. 

Mascaras is widely revered as one 
of the forefathers of a style that was 
perfected by Mysterio, but it's our belief 


| that Mascaras would be totally unpre- 
| pared for the kind of onslaught Mysterio 
| would unleash. Decades of improvements 


to what Mascaras helped establish would 


| be more than the old-school luchadore 
| could handle. ₪ 


Mil Mascaras 


| ic. 1970) 


strength: 
Agility: 

Speed: 
Experience: 
Strategy: 
Brawling Ability: 
Technical Skill: 
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Key Losses 

In addition to Malenko and Guerrero, 
Chris Jericho is another WWE Superstar 
who can claim a Cruiserweight title vic- 
tory over Mysterio. In 1996 and 1997, 
Mysterio also suffered crucial pay-per- 
view losses in WCW to Ultimo Dragon 
(World War 3), Jushin Liger (Srarrcade 
96) and Konnan (who forced him to 


| submit at Road Wild '97) 


Finishing Move 





competitors. Upon debuting in WWE 
last year, he displayed a much more 
muscular physique than he previously 
had, and this seems to have slightly 
affected his air game, 


Key Wins 

During the late 1990s, Mysterio 
dominated WCW's cruiserweight divi- 
sion, winning the championship on five 
occasions from the likes of Eddie 
Guerrero, Dean Malenko and Billy 
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usual match-closing maneuver. (he West | 





Intangibles: 


Total: 


Rey Mysterio 


Strength: 
Agility: 

Speed: 
Experience: 
strategy: 
Brawling Ability: 
Technical SKill: 
stamina: 
Endurance: 
Intangibles: 


Total: 
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Coast Pop, 15 the most impressive-looking 
finisher in the sport. The best way to 
describe it is to call it a springboard 
cradle hurricanrana. Mysterio leaps from 
the top rope, catches his opponent in 
à head scissors, then grips their legs 


just as his foe's shoulders hit the mat, 


| turning the maneuver into a pinning 


predicament 


Strategy 

Aenal maneuvers have come a long 
way since the 1970s, and Mysterio's 
goal should be demonstrating that to 
Mascaras. Nothing in the Man of a 


| Thousand Masks repertoire can equal 


such marvels as the "619.7 Dazzling 
him with such breathtaking tactics is 4 





43 


=" ы ч = |! E Hm Жы Эн Жи hia 





By Phil Speer 














| D 
= | 
B 2 

аа 

Pa bea ו‎ qe 
2» d | Ev Ape 

| | | | | ұрына 
Ты ₪ енін Ю ЧЫЙ 
= — Kurt Angle Нізкес 

| | | A | | 

Н 111532 Everything бу 
Dame Nw Choosing 


ш 
ІЛУғасТ! בי | הז‎ pag 
LIT | 


ТД 12 


Over surgery 


for years, long before he arrived in 
WWE. In an amazing display of cour- 
age, he won the gold medal in the 1996 
Olympics with a broken neck. Four years 
ago, and several months before he made 
his TV debut, he went to the hospital 
after taking a DDT during a match in 
Orlando, Florida. 

“The doctor looked at the X-ray." 
Angle said, “and he told me, ‘Kurt, you 
look like you're 78 years old. Your neck 
is so bad. The only thing that's holding 
it up is that 21 inches that's circling 
around it.’ 

“God blessed me with a very strong 
neck. I probably wouldn't have wrestled 
in the Olympics if it weren't for my neck. 
| wouldn't be [in WWE] if it weren't for 
my neck. My job is to keep this neck as 
strong as possible. I don't care how much 
pain it causes me when Tm doing it.” 

But being a full-time Superstar inten- 


sified the problem, and no amount of 


conditioning could keep his spine from 
deteriorating due to the stress he's put 




















FEW KNEW IT AT THE TIME, but four 
eks before his match with Brock 
Lesnar at WrestieMania АЈА, 11 was 
assumed by many within WWE that 
Kurt Angle would have to withdraw. 
His neck was in pain and his left arm 
was losing strength. He was recom- 
mended to undergo possible career- 
threatening spinal-fusion surgery. 

But just before going under the knife, 
Angle reconsidered his options. Instead 
of sitting on the sidelines and watching 
the show from home, he decided to 
participate in the match as scheduled. 
He and Lesnar tore it up at WrestleMania, 
and Angle eamed major respect from 
his Superstar peers. 

"[Angle] is a tough son of a bitch,” 
Stone Cold Steve Austin said. “Kurt's 
a man's man, and Гуе got nothing but 
the utmost respect for the guy. He's 
incredible. I take my hat off to him for 
performing, and for performing as well 
as he did, which is top-notch.” 

Angle's neck had been bothering him 
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[t was just a matter of 





and Shelton Benjamin) against Brock 
Lesnar and Chris Benoit turned out to be 
the straw that broke the camel's back 
When Lesnar whipped him into the 
turnbuckle, Angle hit his left shoulder, 
and his whole head jarred. 
“That would have happened the nex! 


move I did—or the next match, or the 
next week. or the next month—just 
from the years of my neck being ın 
such bad shape and being chronically 
injured,” he said. “My neck was ready 
to give out 
ume. So I can't say, 'I wish Brock and 
| wouldn't have done that.” 

He thought he had separated his left 
shoulder because the pain was initially 





mda 


Even as his neck worsened, Angle 
continued to wrestle full-throttle until 
February's No Way Our. A match fea- 
turing Team Angle (Angle, Charlie Haas 





it under in his attempts to steal the show 
since his debut at the 1999 Survivor 
Whether he was performing 
for a few thousand at a house show or 
several milhon watching on pay-per- 
view, Angle tried just as hard and took 


Vertes 


just as many risks. 


"| want to be smarter about how | 
wrestle," he says. "I want to be like 
Undertaker. I want to give fans a tre- 
mendous match at a house show, an even 
more tremendous one on television, and 
the most tremendous match possible at 
a pay-per-view, 
|l be honest with you. | know why 
I'm in this position. I've been working 





== 


with Chris Benoit for the last several 
months, and he and I have been [German 
suplexing| each other on the back of our 
heads. That move is so brutal, and we 


were giving it to each other all the time.” 





| Angle savs his amazingly brutal series 
| of matches wilh Loris Benoit —who nas 
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World Wrestling Entertainment Home Video presents 







| Sunday, March 30, 2003: 
` 54,097 fans fill SAFECO 
| Field; in Seattle, WA to 
y rimess what some 
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down to my elbow and arm, and then 
| started losing strength and getting 
muscle atrophy.’ 1 said, “You're not 
going to believe this, but that's what s 
wrong with me. So that's when I knew. 
And it just got weaker every day. 

For the remainder of the tour, Angle 
only competed in tag matches and rarely 
got into the ring. 

“Т called Vince, and said, "Vince, | 
ain't gonna make ‘Mania. I'm going 
to have to have neck surgery, I alread 


know it, He said, ^Well, I know 1f 


the symptoms of his neck injury were," 
Angle said. ^He said, 'Well, I had a 
pinched nerve, and it ran from my 
neck down my shoulder, all the way 





in his shoulder, not his neck. 

“The next morning, | woke up, and 
| couldn't move my neck.” he said. 

He assumed it was a pinched 
nerve—a common occurrence—and that 
he'd be fine. He worked oul that day 
and had full strength in both arms. The 
next night at the SmackDown! taping in 
London, Ontario, he wrestled Brian 
Kendrick in a five-minute challenge. 

“My neck was killing me, Angle 
said, “But I still had full strength in 
my arms, and І figured, 'I should 
make it through this match. It's only 
five minutes.’ 

After the taping, the SmackDown! 
Superstars headed to South Africa for 
a four-event tour. 

"On the flight to Africa, [the pain] 
just kept getting worse, Angle said, 
But he didn't fully accept the fact that 
he had a serious spinal problem until 
one night 
after having what he called a great 
match against Benoit in Cape Town— 
While working out in Johannesburg. 
That was the first time that his left 


the second day of the tour 


arm was weaker than his right. 


"I went over and asked Edge what 


Despile agonizing pain from both his 


іа .]גורה‎ ₪ m талай 
neck and a severe hamstring pull 
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father-in-law, who was a head admin- 
istrator at the University of Pittsburgh 
Medical Center and used to work with 
Dr. Jho, recommended that Angle get 
in touch with the surgeon. 

Dr. Jho, of the Jho Institute for 
Minimally Invasive Neurosurgery, said 
he could correct Angle's spinal prob- 
lems by performing a different proce- 
dure—without fusion—and have Angle 
back in the ring in a few months. 

Instead of fusing the vertebrae, Dr. 
Jho, who has 30 years experience in 
neurosurgery, takes pressure off the 
nerves in the spinal cord, chips off bone 
spurs, slightly restructures the discs and 
"makes sure everything's the way it's 
naturally supposed to be,” Angle said. 

To Angle. the surgery sounded too 
good to be true. He talked to many of 


pay-per-view!’ 

"A half-hour later, I called Vince 
and told him, ‘I was cleared to wrestle 
one match. I don't want it to be on 
Tuesday [at the SmackDown! taping]. 
I want it to be at WrestleMania. VU do 
whatever І can to prepare for that 
match, and | want to have the match 
that | always wanted to have against 
Brock at WrestleMania.’ He said, “Do 
you think you can do it?” And I told 
him, "1 know I can do it." 

A few plans needed to be changed, 
most specifically that Dr. Youngblood 
needed to be convinced to clear Angle 
to compete at ‘Mania. 

In preparation for WrestleMania, 
Angle did whatever he could to main- 
tain strength in his left arm. Every day. 
he used electric stimulation on each 


“1 called Vince and told him, 1 was 


cleared to wrestle one match. | 





don't want it to be on SmackDown! 
| want it to be at WrestleMania.” 


the Superstars who had already gotten 
spinal-fusion surgery, and they said 
the same thing. 

One of the Superstars he spoke with 
was Benoit. 

"With sports medicine the way it is 
today, and with the injury rate of not 
only wrestlers, but hockey players and 
football players, you'd think that every- 
one would have known about [Dr. Jho],” 
Benoit said. “I'm surprised this guy 
hasn't had his name out there. It really, 
truly shocked me. If I'd have had that 
option, I would have definitely explored 
it. Dr. Youngblood is a fantastic doctor 
and a great surgeon. Um pain-free 
right now, and I'm back. I'm happy 
with the decision I made, but it would 
have been nice to have that option—to 
have surgery done so [ would have 
been back in a month or two months. I 
was out for a whole year, and it was 
very hard." 

Angle had a difficult choice. On 
one hand, Dr. Youngblood's surgery 
was the "sure thing," as several Super- 


muscle from his shoulder to his fore- 
arm to prevent atrophy. But he still 
had only 50 percent strength in his left 
arm during his 'Mania match. 

To make matters worse, he severely 
pulled his hamstring 20 seconds into 
the match. Angle said his goal was to 
have the best match in WWE history, 
but the match turned out to be a “com- 
plete nightmare" to him, even though 
many fans considered it to be the most 
entertaining of the night. 

Once he decided to go ahead with 
the WrestleMania match, fusion sur- 
gery was pushed back to April 7, eight 
days after the event. But two weeks 
before the “Granddaddy of "Em AIL" 
Angle's hometown newspaper, the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, interviewed 
him about his condition. A local neuro- 
surgeon, Dr. Hae-Dong Jho. saw the 
article and e-mailed Angle's manager, 
Dave Hawk. 

Angle said they initially thought 
Dr. Jho was a chiropractor, so they 
ignored his e-mail. But then, Angle's 


you're saying it, then there's some- 
thing wrong." 

Immediately after returning to the 
U.S., Angle flew to San Antonio, to 
see Dr. Lloyd Youngblood, who has 
performed spinal-fusion surgery on 
several Superstars, including Austin, 
Edge, Benoit, Scotty 2 Hotty, Lita, 
Hardcore Holly and Rhyno. Angle was 
diagnosed with bone spurs, problems 
with four vertebrae and two discs, and 
a badly bruised spinal cord. 

Youngblood cleared Angle for just 
one more match, which he presumed 
would be a short one. The plan was for 
him to wrestle Lesnar on the March 13 
SmackDown!, and then have surgery. 
Youngblood would fuse two of Angle's 
four damaged vertebrae (if he were to 
fix all four, Angle's career would be 
over), and then fuse the other two once 
he was ready to retire. 

Angle wasn't thrilled with the idea, 
in part because SmackDown! that week 
was in his hometown of Pittsburgh. 
“Even if [fans] know my neck is hurt, 
that sucks,” he said. "That's horrible. 
I felt that it was taking away from the 
intriguing Brock-Angle matchup, one 
that had been built up for months, and 
one that he believes can go down in 
sports-entertainment history as the 
greatest rivalry ever. But Angle agreed 
to the plan. “Vince is usually right, so 
I was willing to trust him.” 

In early March, just a few weeks 
before the matchup was supposed to 
take place, Angle returned to Pittsburgh 
and went to visit one of his neighbors 
and best friends, Johnny Seretti. 

“Pm sitting there, and Johnny came 
up to me and said, ‘Hey, l'm sorry 
about your neck, and I wish you and 
Brock could wrestle at WrestleMania. 
But I want to give you a present," 
Angle said. 

Seretti handed Angle a copy of the 
March issue of My DIRECTV maga- 
zine, which featured Lesnar and Angle 
on the cover, standing face to face, to 
promote WrestleMania XIX, 

“1 almost cried," Angle said. “Tt 
made me sick, This is the biggest match 
of my life, and here's this kid telling me 
he wished I could do it, and I wished I 
could, too. l'm looking at this cover 
thinking. “Look what we're doing to 
the people who are going to order this 
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With Brock Lesnar clearly suffering from 
the effects of a missed Shooting-Star 
Press, the two greatest amateurs- 
turned-pros in history shake hands. 


Angle said that he'll be sure to wrestle 
smarter in the future. 

“My style will change,” he said. “1 
think it'll actually be better. The ath- 
leticism will still be there. I'll do a lot 
of things I’ve always done. I might 
add a little more amateur wrestling. 
which I think in the long run actually 
intrigues people, [ don't necessarily 
have to do a one-and-a-half flip off the 
top rope to get people to appreciate me. 
They're going to appreciate my style 
of wrestling because it’s different from 
anybody else's. ₪ 
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Jho, and raved about him. He also got 
some advice from Triple H, who told 
him that he could have the surgery 
from Dr. Jho, and if it didn't work, he 
could still go have surgery from Dr. 
Youngblood and miss just a few extra 
weeks. Finally, Angle saw that Austin, 


just three years after having fusion 


surgery, was having problems again and 
had been told he needs more fusion. 
Angle officially chose Dr. Jho after 
an appointment with him on April 1. 
He had the surgery on April 11, and it 
was deemed a complete success, although 
Angle knows he'll probably need а more 
thorough procedure once he retires, 


The surgery went so well, in fact, 
that Angle may be back in the ring by 
the time you read this, assuming his 
hamstring heals as quickly as his neck. 


stars had undergone the procedure and 
retumed to the ring (Austin, Benoit, 
Rhyno), or were on their way to doing 
so (Lita, Scotty, Holly, Edge). But he 
would have to miss a year. On the 
other hand, Dr. Jho promised he could 
get Angle back in the ring much sooner, 
But Angle would be something of a 
“guinea pig,” at least among the 
Superstars, | 

As WrestleMania neared, Angle had 
several more reasons that convinced 
him to go with Dr. Jho. Angle said he 
wanted to return as soon as possible 
because there were already so many 
other Superstars who were out due to 
injury or who were working part-time 
schedules, Plus, Angle had spoken with 
former WWE competitor Scott Hall, 
who had undergone surgery with Dr. 








your physique goes Tast Plus, because 
[ had a pinched nerve, my tricep shrunk 
to basically nothing.” 

His muscles shrank so much that his 
12-pound dog would cause him excru- 
ciating pain just by standing on his 
chest, 

"I remember that at one point her 
front paws were digging into my chest, 
and because there was nothing there to 
cushion it, it would hurt so bad that | 
would have to push her off me.” 


When | come at you, | come full throttle, and ¡Us not too easy lo put 
on the brakes when an opponent moves oul of the Way. 9 


Two and a half months after surgery, | 


Rhyno recognized that self-pity wasn't 
going to help him get back into the 
ring, and he snapped out of his rut and 
began hitting the weights full-time. 

“I realized that it was time to get in 


| the gym Monday through Friday, and go 


through all the motions,” he says. “I still 
couldn't work out with a lot of weight, 
but I dedicated myself to getting back. 
That really was the toughest part. If you 
stop training and adhering to your diet, 





FOR NEARLY 16 MONTHS, RHYNO 
sat on the sidelines, watching his fellow 
Superstars compete, and wondering 11 he 
would ever return to the ring to continue 
doing what he loves most. 

Having to undergo career-threatening 
neck surgery might have been the hard- 
est thing Rhyno has ever had to do. 
Initially his diagnosis predicted an almost 
complete recovery with a target return 
of one year, but after Rhyno underwent 
the procedure, he encountered a few 
setbacks and realized that returning to 
the ring was going to be a bigger 
struggle than he'd originally bargained 
for. 

"The surgery went fine. 1 mean, pain 
is pain,” says Rhyno. “The toughest part 
was just sitting around and waiting for 
the bones to fuse. There's no therapy. 
The doctor said I could do light weight 
training after three weeks, but nothing 
over the head, and ] could only use about 
five pounds. But in the beginning, I was 
so depressed that I didn't take to it.” 

One thing Rhyno didn't predict was 
the rapid muscle atrophy that occurred 
after he became unable to lift regularly. 

"There's actually a lot of training 
involved, because you have to bring back 
the tricep, pectoral and lateral [muscles]. 
The strength is there, but the size isn't. 
It may still take me two or three more 
years [to get back to normal] but 1 
probably won't get it all back, because 
| had some nerve damage." 


Іме 2001 RAW MAGAZINE 











G G People like me because what they see in the ring is the real me with 


shoulder blades flat on the mat for 
more than two seconds, which means I 
should probably try and avoid getting 
pinned, However since he only said on 
the mat, if | get involved in a falls-count- 
anywhere match, [m screwed. 

Another thing Rhyno is also going 
to have to be careful of is his use of the 
Gore. It was à Gore gone wrong that 
initially aggravated Rhyno's neck to 
the point where he could no longer 
compete. 

"When 1 come at vou, I come full 
throttle, and it's not too easy to put on 
the brakes when an opponent mowes 
out of the way," Rhyno admits. "Before 
| went out, I was attempting to Gore an 





the volume turned up a few notehes, | 


feel like a million bucks and gave me 


back my career,’ says Rhyno. “It actu- 


| ally feels like I never had anything wrong. 


Once in a while, ГЇЇ be sitting on my 
couch watching TV with my head turned 
at an angle, and after a little while, it 
becomes uncomfortable. But its just 
one of those things that you never 
noticed before.” 

As far as his in-ring style, the doctor 
told Rhyno to avoid two specific 
Maneuvers. 


“He told me to steer clear of getting 


dropped on my head, so I'm going to 


try and stay away from piledrivers, 
says Rhyno. “But interestingly, he also 
cautioned me that I сап! keep my 


=" L^ 





One of the positive things that came 
from the surgery was the kinship thal 
Rhyno found with fellow neck-fusion 
patient Chris Benoit. The Superstars 
turned to each other for advice and 
formed a special bond that came from 
experiencing similar situations. 

“Гуе actually developed a great 
friendship with Chris because of the 
surgery, Rhyno says. "Throughout the 
entire ordeal, we talked about a lot of 
different things. One time, we even saw 
the doctor together. He's a really good 
guy who loves this business as much as 
| do." 

For guys like Rhyno and Benoit, 
competing in the sport of kings is a life- 
long dream and something that they 
would endure any pain to continue doing. 
[t's that never-ending love that made 
Rhyno's journey worthwhile and Кері 
him aiming towards returning as early 
as possible. 

“I think it's even more than love. 
It's kind of like a second marriage,” 
Rhyno explains. "I mean, Га do anything 
for my wife. She's my life, but this busi- 
ness 15 similar in that if you really love 
it, you would do anything for 11. There 
reallv are three things that matter most 
to me: There's my child, my wife and 
then my job. 

The l6-month rehabilitation may 
have felt like 16 years to Rhyno, but it 
all became worthwhile after the ovation 
he received in London, Ontario, when 
те SmackDown! 





he returned as part oft 
roster, 

"I was really happy about the reac- 
tion 1 got. A few months earlier, I had 
appeared backstage at a Raw in Michigan 
talking to Eric Bischoff, and that reac- 
tion was pretty great,” says Rhyno. “But 
| never expected the pop I got when I 
officially returned. It was awesome, I 
really can't explain the feeling." 

What surprised Rhvno most about 
his return was the ability to compete in 
the ring pain-free, something he d never 
thought possible prior to his surgery. 

"Dr. [Lloyd] Youngblood made me 
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few months. Rhyno is back in the swing 





of things, but he admits that he’s not 
content staying where he's at. His goals 
are to be the very best that WWE has 
to offer. 

“I definitely want to be the best. | 
want to be more entertaining," he says. 
^A lot of the reason people like me is 
because of my in-ring intensity. I realls 
haven't done much outside of that. 
People like me because what they see in 
the ring 15 the real me with the volume 
turned up a few notches.” 

Although Rhyno has been more than 
happy with his tag team success, his 
ultimate goal is to be the WWE 
Champion, something he will need to 
do single-handedly. The former ECW 
Champion 15 looking forward to com- 
peting against such Superstars as Brock 
Lesnar, Kurt Angle and, possibly, even 
his partner Chris Benoit. 

Having fought courageously just 
to get back in the ring, Rhyno fee 
that his toughest battle is behind him 
as he looks forward to the chal 
ahead. ₪ 








A 





enges 
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the same mistakes I did." 

One added bonus of retuming to action 
when he did was an opportunity to 
compete in his first WrestleMania match 

“I actually did a run-in at Wrestle- 
Mania X-7 and had a big part in the TLC 
match, but I didn't actually wrestle. 1 
was looking forward to competing at 
WrestleMania XS, but 1 was sidelined 
because of the surgery,” reflects Rhyno. 
“Lremember going to Toronto to watch 
it. | enjoyed being there, but I wasn't 
part of the show. | was very sad. It was 
real hard to watch it from the sidelines 
and not be able to be a part of it and 
compete. I think it's everybody's dream 
in the wrestling industry to actually com- 
pete in a WrestleMania match.” 

Unfortunately Rhyno and Benoit didn't 
capture the WWE Tag Team Champion- 
ships in Seattle, but they did put on a 
five-star performance that thrilled the 
34,097 in attendance. In fact, Rhyno 
and Benoit quickly became one of the 
most popular tag teams on the Snack- 
Down! roster. 

Now that he's been in action for à 








1 





opponent, and he leapfrogeed out of the 
way, causing me to run full-speed, 
headfirst into a turnbuckle, There was 


also another time when I gored Jeff 


Hardy in mid-air. That really shut my 
lights out. I spiked myself when I came 


down and blacked out for a couple of 


moments.” 

Ironically, his return occurred at the 
same time his close friend Edge was 
forced to leave for the same operation 
Rhyno endured. Yet it was this opening 
that left Benoit without a partner and 
gave Khyno an opportunity to form a 
tag team with the Rabid Wolverine. 

“Tve spoken to Edge, and he is doing 
really well. I wouldn't be surprised to 
see him back in the ring working out by 
the beginning of next year. Knowing 
him, he’s gonna heal up fast,” Rhyno 
says. "I stayed at his house in Tampa a 
week after the surgery, and 1 still plan 
on heading down there soon to eat his 
food and dirty up his house. He called 
me and gave me support when I needed 
it most, and I've been calling him and 
giving him advice so he doesn't make 
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sable Speaks About Her 
Return, the Highs and Lows of 
Her Last Run and Being Back 

in the WWE Family 
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Rena Mero, better known to millions of WWE fans as Sable, was perched 
She was sports-entertainment's most popular woman, and her fame and celebrity 
yÊ of the most recognized figures in the entertainment industry. Many credited her, 
uch as Stone Cold Steve Austin and Vince McMahon, for WWE's phenomenal rise to 


^ April 1999, she became the first WWE Diva to grace the cover of Playboy. That issue would 











years , 
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proggmence in the late 1990s. 


become the best-selling issue in that magazine's history. Mero's star was burning brighter than 
ever and her future appeared limitless. 

A few months later, it all came crashing down, when, unexpectedly, Mero and WWE severed ties. 
Rumors of backstage problems, personality conflicts and downright nastiness coursed through 
the media. As great as Мего% run had been for her and WWE, the end of the relationship was a 


disaster. 


Mero sued WWE for unfair treatment and sexual harassment. That suit was settled out of court. 
She also testified against WWE in a case brought by former WWE competitor Nicole Bass. The last 
thing anyone would have predicted was Sable's return to WWE. | 

But on April 4, 2003, proving the adage that anything can happen in WWE, Sable showed up 
on SmackDown! Now trying to put the past behind her, she is fully focused on the next chapter 


of her career. 


Mero realizes that she made mistakes in the past, and she accepts responsibility for her actions. 
The most important thing is that she has squared her differences with WWE, and both she and 
the company are committed to working together for success. In this RAW interview, Sable talks 
about the past, the future, and what life as Sable is really like. 


to come back because you didn't want 
your sports-entertainment career to end 
on a bad note? 

Sable: I think so. I never wanted to leave, 
but I felt like I had no choice but to walk 
away when I did. To have a second 
chance to return and do it all over again 
is such an incredible opportunity. I want 
to end my career on a positive note. 
WWE has been such a wonderful part 
of my life; Гуе been very fortunate to 
be a part of it. When my name is men- 
tioned in the history of this business, 
I hope that good things will be said 
about me. 


RAW: While vou were away from the 
business, did vou have time to reflect 
back on vour time in WWE? 
Sable: I did, and one of the things that 
I realized was how fortunate I was to 
be in the position I was in, and how 
devastated | was at how it ended. At the 
time, I felt it was the best decision for 
me, considering what was going on. I've 
had four vears to reflect back on it, and 
| realize how much I missed the business 
and how much I wanted to be a part of it. 
My fans were incredible, and they stood 
by me the entire four vears. 

I think that during those four years, 





Stamford, Connecticut, it felt like I had 
never left. 1 don't believe the meeting 
was tense at all. We're all adults; we're 
all professional; and we're all human. 
We've all made mistakes. To forgive is 
divine. 

If vou can say that you're the only 
person in the world who hasn't made à 
mistake or doesn't need to be forgiven 
for something, that's great for you. But 
I'm human and I've made mistakes that 
І need to be forgiven for. Tim just very 
fortunate that I've been given another 
opportunity here. 


RAW: When vou left the meeting, how 
did vou feel? 

Sable: It was a great release for me to 
be able to meet with Vince and J.R. and 
tell them everything I wanted to say for 
the last couple of years. Like I said, 1 
never wanted to leave WWE in the first 
place. I just couldn't deal with every- 
thing that was going on at the time. But 
after I left the meeting, I felt so relieved. 
In the elevator on my way down, I did 
my little happy dance and 1 knew it was 
on. Sable was back. 


RAW: You mentioned that you made 


some mistakes. Was part of the decision | 


RAW Magazine: Why did vou come back 
to WWE? 

Sable: | never wanted to leave in the first 
place. Since I left, l've been working 
on my acting career, and one aspect of 
the business that I really missed was 
performing in front of a live audience. 
It’s such an adrenaline rush. There's 
really nothing like it. I missed being à 


part of the business. Sometimes vou | 


don't realize how much you miss some- 
thing until it’s gone, and I missed being 
a part of WWE. 


RAW: Did you contact WWE or did WWE 
contact you about returning 2 

Sable: Let's just say that Vince McMahon, 
J.R. [Jim Ross] and myself had a meet- 
ing, We agreed to leave the past in the 
past and move forward. There were a 
lot of things that I learned during my 
time away, and I was ready to move 
forward. 


RAW: Considering how sour the rela- 
tionship between you and WWE became, 
were vou nervous going into that meeting ? 
Was it tense? 

Sable: Actually, it was a wonderful 
feeling going there in the first place. 
Walking into WWE headquarters in 
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to hear and read some of the stuff that | positive, that are so untrue, that I don't 
was being said about me. The way I | put any stock into what's said these 
dealt with it was the best way that I | days. 

knew how. I just closed myself off. But 
by doing so, people probably perceived 
it the wrong way. I just felt that the best 
thing to do was to shut my mouth and 
remain very secluded. 1 think that a lot 
of people perceived that differently 
from what I was trying to achieve. 


RAW: In the past, did it hurt to read 

some of the stuff that was said about 
you? 
Sable: I think that's one of the reasons 
I chose to walk away in the first place. 
I was hurt by the untrue things that were 
being said about me. Everyone is going 
to have their own opinion, but I can only 
be the best person | can be. I try not to 
read the negative or positive things Ша! 
are said about me, because if all you 
read are the positive things, then that's 
not too good either. I think it's unfortu- 
nate, but there are critics in this world 
who never hesitate to critique you. In the 
end, I hope that I can win more people 
| over. I still have a tremendous fan base 
as well as family and friends who sup- 
port me. ГЇЇ just go out every day and 
do my best to be the best person that I 
can be. 


about all the negative things that have 
been said about you? 

Sable: I would just like to say that I am 
very glad to be back, and I'd like to 
thank all my fans for staying with me 
and supporting me. I've been gone for 


One of the reasons thal 
SH am back is because 
22 really lee thts 
business. S want the 
Jans, the talent and 


RAW: How did vou spend your time 
while you were gone? 
Sable: I shot four different movies, 1 
| starred in three and guest-starred in 
the fourth, Corky Romano. 1 also did 
some music videos, one of which was 
nominated for video of the year. It was 
a parody of Faith Hill's “Breathe.” | 
played the character of Faith Hill. It 
| was called Breath. It was by Cletus Т. 
Judd, and it was the first time I got to 
do comedy. It was so much fun. 1 
don't think people expected to see me 
being funny. They've only seen me as 
this sexy Diva, and for me to be able 
to make fun of myself and cut up was 
| choose not to read the negative | nice. It was all pretty natural for me 
comments that are written about me | because I'm pretty spontaneous and 
because I know who I am, and my | I'll try anything. 
family and friends know who I really 
am. If somebody else gets satisfaction 
out of writing negative comments or 
putting another person down, then that's 
their business, I have always been told 
that if vou don't have anything nice to 
say about someone, then don't say any- 
thing at all. 


ereryene involned ta дее 

that Гат dedicated to 
making this work. 

S want to be part a 


27212222 lean, 


four years, and I really look forward to 


RAW: What was the biggest difference 
between working for WWE and star- 
ring in movies? 
| Sable: I think one of the biggest differ- 
ences when you are filming a movie is 
that you're on location and you stay in 
the same place for a period of time. 
You're not traveling from city to city 
every day. That is the biggest difference 
| other than performing in front of a live 
audience. 
It can get pretty monotonous if you 


written about vou? 
Sable: There have been so many things 
written about me, both negative and 


| RAW: Is there anything you want to say 









| being a part of WWE. 


| RAW: So vou don't read anything that's 


I also developed as a person. I found out 
a lot about myself, and what I wanted 
to do with my life. You learn from your 
mistakes. Hopefully, vou can acknowl- 
edge and take responsibility for your 
mistakes, and put the past behind you 
and move forward. 


RAW: Thinking back, was it difficult 
for xou to handle all the attention and 
celebrity that was suddenly thrust upon 
you? 

Sable: 1 believe in the beginning that it 


was a bit overwhelming. I can't imagine | 


what it’s like to be a Julia Roberts or 
someone of that celebrity status, because 
it was very difficult for me just to go to 
the grocery story. I would go out riding 


my bike—and 1 live in a very rural | 


area—but before I knew it, there was a 


trail of cars following me, It was won- | 


derful because most of the fans are 
very respectful and they just want you 
to know how much they enjoy what 
you do. In that respect, I was very for- 
tunate. But, it all happened so fast and 
was so overwhelming that it was a huge 
adjustment. 


RAW: Your first Playboy cover became 
the best-selling issue at the time and 
made you a worldwide celebrity. Torrie 


Wilson recently graced the cover of 


Playboy. Have you talked to her about 
the experience? 


Sable: Yes. I just hope that she savors | 


every moment of it because it is an 
incredible experience to be a part of 
WWE, and then be part of the Playboy 
family. It's a once-in-a-lifetime experi- 
ence that she should savor because it 
will be over before she knows It. 


RAW: Did you speak to her about the 
pitfalls af becoming so popular that 
perhaps some unsavery characters or 
jealous critics might try and knock her 
off her pedestal? 

Sable: Well, I don't really like to give 
unsolicited advice to other people, and 
Torrie did make a name for herself out- 
side the business with her fitness career, 
so I'm sure that she understands how it 
all works. But the best thing that I learned 
through all I went through is that you 
can't let all the negativity get to you. I 
wish that I would have been a stronger 
person at the time. It was very difficult 
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RAW: In 1998, vou had a רזש‎ success- 
ful and enjoyable program with your 
husband Mare Men Ном 11411 wd 1 ға 
ТІ! r^ т rr h TIT. 4 
Sable: It was a lot of fun to be able to be 
with and work with my husband. I think 
| lived out every woman's fantasy to be 
able to beat up their husband every night. 
and then go home and act às if nothing 
ever happened. So it was a lot of fun to do, 
and inter- 


action from it. People would see us ІП 





We got a lot of interesting mai 


the grocery store and come up and berate 
Mark, asking him how he could treat me 


like he did. But it was a great experience. 


RAW: Was it difficult for him since Vou 
Were АШЫ n а megastar 4 

Sable: No. | don't believe it was diffi 
cult for him at all. I don't think he has 
a jealous bone in his body. If anvthing, 
he's mv biggest fan and supporter. He's 
always encouraged me to do what I want 
to do and go after what I want in life 
It's wonderful to have a partner in life 
like that. If 1 didn't, I don't think Га have 


been able to accomplish what I 





lave. 
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its been the wonderful experience that 
| thought it would be, and I hope it will 


only get better from here. 


RAW: What was it like in the women's 
locker room? 

Sable: In the women's locker room. it 
was a little different because there are 
only a few women here on SmackDown! 
and | had never worked with them in 
WWE. I knew of them, and they knew 
of me. I think the best wav to handle 





this is to form your own opinions of 


people when vou meet and work with 
them. Fortunately, we're all getting along 
well and I hope it continues. It's a vers 
nice and comfortable feeling to be in 


the women's locker room these days 


RAW: TV-wise, 
different things than vou үс done befi Hi 

Sable: At this point, I don't know 
exactly what will happen. I know that [ 


are Vou ו‎ ing in do 


do have a lot more experience, and | 
hope to get to use it. I'm here to be a 
company person and do whatever is 


needed 





have to film the same 


scene 20 Times, 


but that’s part of the business, 


RA W: Was if easier for von not to have 
ГЕ fi avel Vor ЕЛІН h 4 
Sable: It's very hectic to travel. When 


you re constantly on the road you run 


into a lot of things that are beyond your 


control like weather, 
things that can set you back, so it was 
definitely easier not traveling. But, there 
are a lot of benefits to traveling, too. 
You 
places and see the world. 


traffic and other 


get to meet new people. visit new 


RAW: How did vou feel when VOU came 
back fo the arena for the first Free? 

Sable: 1 was extremely nervous. | knew 
that | was coming back well before | 


actually showed up, so I had a lot of 


time to think about it. At the same time. 


| was extremely excited. Being a part of 


WWE again meant so much to me, I 
had so many good times when I was 
here the first time, and І wanted to be 
able to relive that. ] was welcomed back 


with Open arms for the most part. So far 





accomplishments, things will be good. 
| think that needs to be the main 
focus here, 

I believe that the only person that 
you truly need to be in competition 
with is yourself. You can only be the 
best that you can be. Friendly compe- 
tition is good for the business whether 
you are competing for the title or a 
magazine cover. I think that the only 
person you can truly compete with is 
vourself. 

I want to think that I can still go 
out and compete with the best of 
them. | think I've grown tremen 
dously as a person, and with my 
confidence and my abilities, I think 
| can go out and compete with the 
other women and give them a run 
for their money 





RAW: Do you think you'll be a full- 
time competitor in the ring, or will vou 
take on a more valel-type role? You 
certainly proved that vou can mix if 
up in the ring. і m sure you surprised 
a lor of people with your wrestling 
ability. 

Sable: If you think it was a surprise 
to the fans, | was shocked. Гуе always 
been very competitive athletically, but 
| certainly never thought that I would 
be a wrestler, much less the [Women's] 
Champion. But for the long run now, 
I'm not sure what the mix will be. I'm 
certainly up for anything and | look 
forward to competing for the Women's 
title again, 





RAW: Finally, what are you looking 
to accomplish now that you're back in 
WWE, and how long do you plan on 
being Неге? 
Sable: One of the reasons that 1 am 
back is because I really love this busi- 
ness, 1 want the fans, the talent and 
evervone involved to see that 1 am 
dedicated to making this work. I want 
to be part of a successful team. I have 
no plans to walk away trom WWE 
anytime soon. 

| would love to be here for a long 
time, I do feel very proud that you 
can grow as a person. You can learn 
from your mistakes, Tou can take 
responsibility for those mistakes. You 
can hold vour head up high and make 
a fresh start. ₪ 


RAW: Back then, vou were the Diva. 
Is it different now because there are 
«o many talented Divas in WWE these 
dave? Did vou fe l dd lol of pressure 
when Vol were cCarrving the ball by 
VOL rel] ? 

Sable: I never felt any pressure from 
that personally. I think what 1s most 
comfortable about the situation. now 
is that I am coming back as part of a 
team. [hat's all | wanted to be—part 
of a team. Unfortunately, this busi- 
ness is very competitive—even if you're 
on the same team—and there can be 
a lot of Jealousy that floats around, 
But I think the best way to handle и 
is to be happy with other people s 











accomplishments. 5o when one Diva 
does something great, lands on the 
cover of a magazine or gets a movie 
role that s fantastic, I think we should 
all be supportive of that and work 
together for the betterment of the 
company. 


RAW: When vou look at how far the 
Divas 
what's vour reaction? 

Sable: I'm very proud to be a part of 
the Women's Division now. I think it 
has grown tremendously. A lot of 
people ask me how it feels to be the 
first. if that s the way people want to 
view me, I think that's wonderful, 
but I know there were a lot of women 
before me who set the stage and 
blazed trails that made it possible for 
us to do what we do today, I feel very 
fortunate that the Women's Division 
has become such a big part of WWE 
now, and I just reallv look forward to 


continuing to be a part of it and help- 


have come since vou eft, 





ing it grow, 


RAW: Is there a lot of i ompetittomn 
among the Divas, and if so, is thal 
something you Just take in stride, eno 
or wish wasn 1 mere? 

Sable: I think that because we all 
work for the same company, you want 
to do what's best for the company. 
Anything a woman does to better her- 
self only helps all the women out. 
There will always be some jealously 
and competitiveness, but that 15 good 
in some ways because il gives you an 
edge. 1 think that as long as everyone 


continues 16 be proud of other people 5 





lune 2003 RAW MAGAZINE 


31 





: m > а "LE 
— ו‎ Лера 
8 ا سے‎ PIU адель Er 


гї ж amp 


— --— m— M o P] A— {Er — M— | 


я ne Ч бос s 


LA e‏ ו 





Ра 4 5 4 
й.. ШТ = ч у 


The Heated Rivalry Between дагав: and i 1 Has All the Ingredient ts for a sos War 





They are two of the most imposing figures of the modern era. 

Triple H, the seven-time World Champion whose power, strength and willingness to 
dish out and endure pain is unmatched, has physically punished and defeated every 
Superstar who has been thrown his way. At this point in his career, his resume lacks 
only one thing: A victory over the phenomenon known as Goldberg. 

Bill Goldberg is a force unlike any other. Five years ago, he took the sports- 
entertainment world by storm. He won his first 173 matches en route to becoming one of 
the most popular WCW wrestlers in history. The All-American nose guard from Georgia 
didn’t just beat his opponents, he annihilated them. Now after being away from the 


sport for two years, he would like nothing better than to prove his worth by defeating 
“The Game. 


34 June 2001 RAW MAGAZINE 





interest. And when they do square off, it will not be Ali-Frazier; 
it will not be Hogan-Andre; it will not be Austin-Rock. It 
will be Triple H and Goldberg. Two men in the prime of their 
careers, seeking to prove one thing: that he, not the other, 15 
the best the business has to offer. 

When the bell rings and the fight begins, neither will be 
worrying about his place in history. Neither will be worrying 
whether his performance measures up to anything m the 
past. To do so would cheapen their struggle, their quest 
to become the best, and just as importantly, leave them 


vulnerable to a singularly focused opponent. It would only 


invite disaster. 


t has become commonplace for journalists to compare 
today's great fights to titanic clashes of the past. 
Reporters constantly hype the next big match by loudly 


[t will 
be the biggest match since Hogan-Andre.” But to do so not 


proclaiming, “This is Ali-Frazier all over again, oi 


only minimizes the courage and historical significance 1 


yesterday's gladiators and moments, it also reduces the impact 
of today's heroes. 

Bill Goldberg and Triple H will fight each other. It may 
happen a week from now, a month from now, or several 
months from now. There is too much at stake for them not to 
meet: too much money, too much pride and too much public 
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Bill Goldberg and Triple H 
will fight each other. it may 
happen a week from now, a 
month from now, or several 
months from now. 


to prove that he, and not the other, really is the best in the 
business, 


oth men have a lot in common: their strength, their will 
„lo win, and their love of competing and dishing out 
Р pain. They also genuinely dislike each other, and because 
of that, all bets are off as to what might ensue when the two 
face off, 





For Goldberg, a victory over Triple H could erase the few 
doubts about his career. Yes, he won 173 matches in a row, 
and yes, he did at one time win the WCW Championship, but 
who did he defeat? Hulk Hogan, Scott Hall and The Giant 
(a.k.a. Big Show) are all formidable opponents, to be sure 
Perhaps more noticeable, though, are the names that are 
missing from the list of the conquered: Stone Cold Steve 
Austin, Undertaker, Kurt Angle, Brock Lesnar. To be fair, 
ıt 5 not Goldberg's fault. He fought everyone he could. At 
that time, matches between WWE and WCW Superstars were 
unthinkab 
огра nization. 

Still, talk to Goldberg, and you can sense how this knock 
on his record irritates him. “Look,” he says, “I've never 
ducked anybody. And anyone who thinks that I'm afraid to 
get in the ring with someone doesn't know апуб 
me. As far as Triple Н is concerned, I think it's quite evident 
how badly Гуе wanted this match. He's one of the reasons 
that I'm back in the business. I've been wanting to put my 
foot in his mouth for a long, long time, and I can't wait to 
finally get the opportunity." 

Triple H, too, sees Goldberg wanting this match very 
badly. When asked how long he has looked forward to facing 
Goldberg, "The Game" said the following: "I don't necessarily 





6. Goldberg could only fight those within his own 





hing about 





think it's a question of how badly I've wanted to get Goldberg 
in the ring. The question should be how bad has he wanted 
to get me in the ring. | ve got nothing to prove to Goldberg. 
l've been here proving it since day one, while he's been in 
Atlanta beating up 200 nobodies and trying to say that he's 
the best. Bill Goldberg should be looking for me to try anc 
prove something. If it comes down to a match between me 
and him, he's going to have to expect something completely 
different from everyone else he's ever faced in his career— 
because I'm actually good,” 

That both of their comments are filled with animosity 
should come as no surprise. Not only do they share a com- 
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Memories are made when one isn't worried about making 
them. That is their beauty. The truly great ones are not 
manufactured by some wizard hiding behind a curtain. Thes 
are created when men and women rise to an occasion that 
could not have been predicted. When Triple H and Goldberg 
square off, memories will be made, but they will not be 
made because of their past or because some "expert" 
declares that this is the "fight of the century." They will be 
made because each of these greal athletes will do апу thing 
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“I've got nothing to prove 
to Goldberg. I've been here 





proving it since day one, 
while he’s been in Atlanta 





beating ир 200 nobodies. 


you start getting tested by stronger and bigger talents, 
that's the proof. It's not beating a bunch of paper oppo- 
nents. It's beating people that count. I don't know if Bill 
has had but one or rwo memorable matches against anyone 
with ability." 

Whether one regards "The Streak" as the most impressive 
feat in recent times or a bunch of victories over propped-up 
nobodies, it should have little bearing on how the match 
itself will play out. Triple H is known for going the distance: 
40, 50, 60 minutes, it doesn't matter. "The Game" has 


proven that he can go as long as it takes to get the job done 
Goldberg. conversely, has rarely had to go more than 20 








petitive fire, but a genuine dislike for each other, as well. A 
couple of years ago, both competitors attended a convention 
as representatives of their respective organizations. According 
to eyewitnesses, Triple H was sitting at a booth signing auto- 
eraphs when Bill Goldberg, standing 30 feet away, started 
hurling a bunch of obscenities toward “The Game.” 

Whether this was the start or the continuation of some- 
thing that started earlier remains a matter of conjecture. Both 
men were reluctant to discuss the matter, but it appears likely 
that this incident has played a role in their desire to “shut the 
other up." 

Another issue that separates the two concerns Goldberg 8 
streak. Most followers of the business regard those 1/3 straight 
wins as one of the greatest accomplishments in this business. 
Goldberg doesn't like to talk about it, saying that he has 
neither the ego nor the perspective to put it 1n its historical 
place. 

Triple H, however, makes it quite clear how he feels about 
the apex of Goldberg's résumé. “I think Bill Goldberg has 
had a meteoric rise. but the flame that burns quick, burns out 








fast. I think what he did was rack up an impressive string of 


wins on nobodies. And it was documented. When I first came 
to WWE, I was unbeaten for a vear. It's all relative. When 
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| | it Down 


| When handed the task of 
HEN breaking down the potential 
\ М clash of titans between 
| Triple Н and Goldberg, even 
= | our resident experts were 
=| reduced to a great deal of 
| hand-wringing. How can one 
| be expected to definitively 
pick a winner in such an 
epic contest? Rather than ordain one man the 
better of the two—we'll leave that to Triple Н 
and Goldberg themselves—we instead broke 
down the key strategies and counter tactics 
that these two all-time greats might employ if 
and when they finally step between the ropes 
to settle this bitter rivalry. 


Greatness Is the Only Certainty 


The answer to who will win this confrontation can only be 
decided by the two combatants themselves, but this hasn't stopped 
the public and pundits from analyzing every last detail of this 
potential matchup. Both expert and layman are split pretty evenly, 
believing that it will come down to Goldberg's opening fury versus 
Triple H's stamina and ring psychology. The conventional wisdom 
is that if Goldberg is to win, he's going to have to knock out 
Triple H early, and if "The Game" is to win, he's going to have 
to take the match well into the second half-hour. 

After spending some time with both Superstars, however, | 
would not be surprised to see something very different unfold. 
Both men know what the public perceives to be their weaknesses. 
They have also professed to me that they really don't care what 
others think about their “supposed weaknesses,” their chances of 
winning, or what they have to do to win. | believe them, but | also 
believe that it bothers Goldberg that some think he can't go ihe 
distance, and it bothers Triple H that some believe he can't match 
Goldberg's power and intensity for even a short amount of time. 

| believe this match will unfold with a reversal of roles, and 
neither will fool the other. | see Triple H taking the action to 
Goldberg and looking to finish him off in record time. Accordingly, 
Goldberg will employ a counterpuncher's strategy and try to keep 
his distance for the first few minutes. Neither will be successful, 
and the end result will lead to a level of frustration that neither 
man has ever experienced in the ring. 

At this point, | expect the match to turn into a bloodbath. With 
all the great athletes on the WWE roster, it's easy to forget how 
strong Goldberg and Triple H really are. And with the frustration 
of having their attack plans foiled, added to the intense hatred 
that they already feel for each other, all bets would be off. 


Continued on p. 43 


minutes. This sets up an interesting contrast and a fantasy 
warlare players dilemma: Does Goldberg have to knock 
Triple H out in the first 10 or 15 minutes to win? Can Triple 
Н survive Goldberg's initial onslaught, and if he does, will 
Goldberg break? 

Inple Н feels that this is exactly what will happen. “I 
don't think Goldberg has it in him to go past the five or ten 
minute mark," says the "Cerebral Assassin.” “I don't think 
he has the ability or the heart. lm noi gaping to take anything 
away from him. I think he has impressed people with his 
violence. He is incredibly aggressive and powerful, but some- 
thing that he’s got more than anything is the intimidation 
factor, and I don't fear him one bit. I've been in the ring with 
some of the most aggressive guys in the world. l've been in 
the ring with guys who are seven feet tall and weigh 500 
pounds. I've been in there with the ‘Phenom, the ‘Toughest 
У.О. B. in the Business, the ‘Most Electrifying Man’ in this 


Dusiness—1 ve beaten them all. He can say he's intense; he 
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a quick burst, and that's about it. Once you get by the quick 
burst, vou can take him to school." 

Goldberg has a very simple answer to Triple H's claims: 
"Let him feel my power, and then ГЇЇ listen to him. He has 
no idea how violent I can be. He or anyone else can talk about 
how much they've taken in the past, or who they ve been in 
the ring with, but he's never felt anyone like me. He s a great 
champion and a tremendous athlete, but he has no idea what 
he's in store for. He's got a big mouth, and Tm going to shut 
it up." 

All bravado aside, does this mean that Triple H would 
train for this match with the intention of employing some 
kind of rope-a-dope tactic, while Goldberg would throw cau- 
tion to the wind and put all his eggs into the initial onslaught 
basket? 
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can say he's violent; he can say all those things. It doesn't 
mean crap to me, He's like Mike Tyson. Remember when 
Tyson fought Lennox Lewis? After Tyson spent everything 
he had in the first round, Lewis just ate him up. And that's 
ihe way it s going lo go down. 

But will Triple H be able to survive Goldberg's initial 
onslaught? 

"Look," he continues. “I don t really know what Goldberg's. 
capacity for understanding ring psychology and having a 
gameplan is. But from what I ve seen of him, һе 8 very basic 
in his attack, and that's very easy for me to take advantage 
of. But say he does Spear me. When I get up, how's he going 
to react? I think mentally it would be 3 big blow. When your 
mind starts to fail, your body s not far behind. Bill exerts a 
lot of energy in the very beginning of his matches. He's got 


i 
һ. 


не 2003 RAW MAGAZINE 



















= ל 

hs 

em 4 
Ы 






ПА? 


ry 


PRN 


£ 


wx . РР | 2 
27-23 22 Eu o pa а וב‎ eee m. 






WY. Magazine gives you the latest Magazine takes you behind the 
M news, the Superstars and all the scenes to get to know the people 

Ee action, up-close and personal, UEDEIE UNUT TONED behind the personalities, lets you In 
just how you fans have always א הי קל של ה ילל הכ‎ on the real scoop, plus brings you our 
demanded it. 222 5 ORDER RUMBER: sizzling WWE Divas. 


Get a full year (13 issues) of | 4 р CP aaa үүсэн ын Get a full year of both 


either YY or Magazine WY and Magazine for only 


for only $21.97", that's 2 $34.97"! That's 73% off the 


66% off the newsstand price! E Oh newsstand price for 26 issues! 

















| | un s תו.והתתחתו‎ | shopzone „СОП 
п Canada. add {Ш Б. 55.00 dor 13 muss lo US. pios or (U.S) $10.00 lor 26 ieee do US. price 

(775, GST included) Foreign add (11:51 $20.00 far 13 issues lo 11.5. ресе or U.S.) $40.00 for 26 Esues 

hobip gel аль 1 4-8 ake lor dolwery. © AK Word Viren imn x iun pM 


Ал Flights Aeserund 

















Lar 















ee S לב‎ * s g 2) 5 42 й iir E == 7 2 г : E . 4 E Ans - : САГ הרד‎ қ. жү יה‎ m 


1 mL ES ж 
ала ЗЕ EC 
ДҮР, eH 


ur aq D РЕ ЖА. 












7 


TIT = ME ד‎ ту T ч = = 

j CUT : Н aoe фе. - Tr La 
רוי‎ S (lue ל ו‎ pA 
A «ан. a d ₪ 


а"‏ ל 


d ЗҮС 
ы ORE cit 


КІТА 
DEFEATING 
ШИН 


ығ 
f 


y 


Er 
| 


bL? 


mil: 


Lone 
IH 


us MES i BR אא‎ ГТУ 


1 


A j. f‏ לקש 


M" 
yh 


tud FR, інгі: 2-а 
| Бата irs S к 


Bel isl i 
Jet Hardy's 
"Imagi- Aslan 


WORKING HARD, 
LOOKING GEHI 

















“If [Triple HI thinks that 
I'm just another guy or 
just another stepping 











stone, then all | can say 
is good luck...” 


than just a little fuel to the fire. 

“He's just another guy standing in the way.” states Triple Н. 
“If Goldberg wants to make it personal, it will be worse for 
him. I don't need to hurt him, | don't need to end his career, 
| just need to beat him. I need to show the world that Î 
am better than he is. If he wants to take it one more step. 
| m very good at hurting people. Ask Shawn Michaels. 
Ask Mick Foley—1 put him out of the business. [hese are 
pretty tough guys. 


“The one thing Goldberg has to realize is that this isn 1 


going to be a toy fair. He's not going to be able to remain 
30 feet away from me and shout stuff with all these people 


According to Triple H, it’s not that complicated: “1 pre- 
pare for all my matches the same way. I learn everything | 
can about my opponent. I train to be as strong, as fast and as 
prepared as I can be. I want to be the complete package out 
there. I don't want to be one-dimensional. The way I see it, 
Bill Goldberg's one-dimensional. I can do it all.” 

Goldberg. too, had a short, but very revealing answer: "1 
don't think Pd have to do anything too special. I train hard 
for every fisht, and of course this would be no exception. 
The one thing I know I'll do differently is that I'm going to 
hold in my anger a lot better before the match than I have in 
the past. I want to save it all for the right moment. Save it 
all for him, and make him regret every time he's opened up 
his big mouth and said something derogatory about me. He 
may think he can get inside my head. He only makes me 
angrier. 

So is it a place in history or simple hatred that drives 
these men's desire to vanquish the other? The short answer 
is that it is not an either/or situation, There is no doubt that 
each takes tremendous pride in his work and that they real- 
ize— whether they want to admit it or not—a victory over 
the other would mean a lot to their legacy. At the same time, 
the personal animosity pervading this matchup adds more 
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Sometimes it's a cop-out to say that "either man could win," 
or “I don t know who will win," but in this case, if the match 
unfolds as | suspect it may, | honestly can't say who will win. 
| am willing to at least go out on a limb and suggest what the 
deciding factor will be. 

As hard as these men train, both will still be in relatively good 
Condition and able to fully apply their arsenal. So, it will come 
down to a contest between Goldberg's power and Triple H's will 
and moxie. We will find out how powerful Goldberg really is, and 
If it's enough to defeat the new millennium's most-decorated 
Superstar. We will find out if Triple H's skill and will is enough 
to defeat the most powerful Superstar of the modern era. 
Whoever's strength is greatest will emerge victorious. 

One thing you can count on, though, is that memories will be 
made. Memories will be made because these two men will have 
poured a lifetime of blood, sweat and tears into this match. Each 
man dreams of being the best in the business, but one man's 
dream is another man’s destiny. And whose dream will come 
true? The answer cannot come soon enough. 


- Aaron Williams 


From Fantasy to Reality 


it's a match that everyone's been clamoring for, but no one 
ever thought would happen. Goldberg, the brightest star ever 
produced by WCW, will get his shot at "The Game," one of WWE's 
most tenacious titleholders ever. What will happen when that bell 
rings? The answer may soon be known, but let's take a look at 
what each man needs to 00 to win. 


Triple H's Strategy: Goldberg's greatest weakness is that he 
was on the shelf for two years. Sure, he's had a couple of high- 
profile matches since joining WWE, including his battle with 

The Rock at Backlash, but it hasn't been nearly enough to really 
shake off the ring rust. And don't think for a second that a savvy 
champion like Triple H isn't keenly aware of this. Triple H must 
exploit that advantage. He may have lost some speed after 
injuring his quad a couple of years back, but he'll need as much 
speed as he can muster to avoid Goldberg's initial volley of 
explosive moves. If he can survive the first few minutes, he will 
have already won an important psychological battle. From there, 
he need only tire out Goldberg—who is used to very short 
matches—until the opening for victory presents itself. 


Goldberg's Strategy: Brevity may be the soul of wit, but it’s also 
the key to Goldberg’s triumph. The longer the match goes, the 
more it works against him, specifically in this instance. Match 
preparation is also crucial. Goldberg was at his best with a 
wrestling schedule that included several matches per week. That 
nightly competition kept him sharp, and now that his schedule is 
reduced, he must make up for it by learning every intricate detail 
of his opponent's game plan. Triple Н doesn't make very many 
mistakes, but Goldberg must study every one of them inside and 
out. The Spear and Jackhammer, and when to hit them, should 
be foremost on his mind from the second he steps through the 
ropes. Forget psych-out tactics—triple Н is a master of them 

as well. It will have to be all power, swift and furious. 


- Brian Solomon 


between us and think that he’s scaring the world. I think that 
Bill Goldberg by sheer virtue of coming to the big dance has 
bitten off more than he can chew. Now that he wants to come 
after “The Game,’ I know he's bitten off more than he can 
chew." 

When asked whether he looked at this match as a career- 
defining moment, Goldberg offered the following in response: 
"Let me make this very clear. I don't go into any particulai 
match thinking that this 1s the one that is going to validate 
my career. It's like this: I want to be the best, and he's in 
my way. l've got to take care of business and show him 
what I'm all about. I don't fear him, and I don't like him. 
If he thinks that I'm just another guy or just another step- 
ping stone to his becoming the best in the business, then all 


I'm through with him.” m 
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"Hey Z, | bet you could beat Ric Flair!" 

Zach Gowen, a.k.a. Tenacious Z, knows the joke so well, he doesn't bother 
turning around to take in the fan's observation. 

"How would he get you in the Figure-Four? | bet you could beat Chris 
Jericho! How would he get you in the Walls of Jericho?" 

This young Superstar isn't offended by the comments. After all, it's good 
to have the public's attention, particularly when you're a 20-year-old rookie 
with one leg. He accepts that his condition makes him unique, even in a business 
renowned for its share of human oddities. But sometimes, he wishes that 
people understood him better and appreciated that, despite his youth, he's 


dad woke me up just as Hogan was bodyslamming Andre," 
Gowen recalls. "That was one of the last times 1 saw my 
dad." 

Not long afterward, he says, his father's substance abuse 
problems overwhelmed him, and he "took off" But the 
man's love of wrestling remained in the family's Livonia, 
Michigan household. 

"None of my friends were into wrestling," he says, “so 1 
wrestled my couch cushions, I'd climb up on the couch and 
give them the Randy Savage flying elbow. In first grade, | 
tore up the cushions, and my mother banned wrestling from 
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a man who's paid his dues. 


“ГУЕ COME CLOSER TO DEATH THAN A LOT OF 
other people,’ he says, “and | accept that it's eventually going 
to happen. But while I'm alive, I'm going to do everything 
I can with my life.” 

Gowen has a tendency to use wrestling events as bench- 
marks in his life. "Hulk Hogan was the man the day ] was 
born," he points out. "And 20 vears later, he's still the man. 
That's someone to model your career after." 

The future grappler was four years old when his father 
took him to see Hogan and Andre the Giant clash at 
WrestleMania III. “1 fell asleep during the match, and my 


By Keith Elliot Greenberg 
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the house for a while.” 

A year later, Gowen’s life took a tum far away from the 
fantasy world that wrestling provided him. He was playing 
soccer When the ball collided with his knee and pain coursed 
through his body. The condition was diagnosed as a simple 
strain. Then, the following summer, the boy spread his legs 
apart while bowling, and crumpled to the floor. 

“My knee literally snapped,” he says. “The doctor, in his 
infinite wisdom, called it a broken leg, and when I complained 
about the pain, he said I was looking for attention.” 

But when the cast was removed, and the doctor noticed a 
erapefruit-sized tumor underneath the child's flesh, Zach was 
sent to Children’s Hospital in Detroit for a biopsy. The findings 
were grim: the boy had osteogenic sarcoma, a form of cancer 
that had weakened his bones. 

In January 1992, doctors removed Gowen's left leg. "T was 
in so much pain, I didn't care,” he says. “And if the doctors 
let things go any longer, the cancer would have ended up in 
my lungs and my heart, and killed me.” 

A year of chemotherapy ensued. "It was terrible,” Gowen 
recounts. “I couldn't sleep because 1 was vomiting all night. 
| lost all my hair. The poison from the chemo attacked the 
cancer, but it damaged my liver, kidneys and heart, and I can 1 
hear out of my left ear. 

"And that wasn't the worst part of it. The worst part was 
sharing a hospital room with a kid who was going through 
the same thing you were. He'd grow into your best friend, 
and then he'd die. This didn't happen once. This happened 
to me five times.” 

Fearing that the young man would suffer the same fate, 
the Make-A-Wish Foundation asked if there was any dream 
he wanted to realize. 

“Гуе told people that I asked to meet Hulk Hogan, and he 
gave me the inspiration to become a wrestler. But that really 
never happened.” Gowen admits. “The truth is that Make-A- 
Wish offered me a wish, and I didn't use it because I knew 
| was going to live." 

Back in the real world, the boy began attending a school 
for gifted children and was fitted with a prosthetic leg. He 
used the device when necessary, but found it restricting. So 
when he tried out for Little League in the fifth grade. the 
coach suggested that he try another pastime. 

“He said, ‘How are you going to run the bases with one 
leg?” Gowen says. "I told him, ‘TIl figure something out, 
The first time up, I got a single and skipped to first base. 
That totally boosted my self-esteem." 

Encouraged, Gowen managed to make both the basket- 
ball and wrestling squads at Livonia's Churchill High School. 
“| could have been a better high school wrestler,” he confides. 
"But the passion wasn't there. My love was pro wrestling." 

Because of his size—Gowen is six-feet-tall and weighs 
160 pounds—he was particularly intrigued by cruiserweights 
like Taka Michinoku, Dean Malenko and Rey Mysterio. 
"Rey was the first guy I saw do the flying lucha libre style, 
and it totally blew my mind,” he says. "I told myself, 1 
could do that.” 

And he meant it. 

Even after receiving an academic scholarship to Eastern 


"Maybe people are 
interested in the fact 
that ! only have one leg. 
But even if ! had two 
legs, l'd be in WWE 
eventually." 


Despite losing his left leg 
lo cancer as a boy, Zach 
Gowen followed his dream 
of becoming a pro wrestler, 
and recently signed with 
WWE. 
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into the center of the ring. 

In March 2001, nine months after his first training session, 
Gowen worked his first match against Truth Martini at the 
Livonia Mall. Even in front of sparse crowds on the Michigan 
indy circuit, his athleticism—and determination to transform 
his disability into something marketable—created a buzz. 
Initially, the youngster hopped to the ring on one leg. Later, 
he'd walk down to ringside, then shock the fans by pulling 
off his prosthesis. Michigan independent promoter Josh 
Movado named the wrestler Tenacious Z—inspired by the 
band Tenacious D and their song, “Wonder Boy.” 

Now that he'd achieved the goal of becoming a real wrestler, 
Gowen started thinking about working in WWE. "I pictured 
myself in there with all the guys I really admire—Jericho, 
Jamie Noble, Chris Benoit, Rey Mysterio, Los Guerreros 
and William Regal,” he says. “A lot of people are surprised 
when I mention Regal, but I think he's a great mat wrestler. 
and I watch his tapes constantly. Then, I began hearing 
rumors that WWE was actually interested in me.” 

One morning. the young man’s phone rang and WWE 
Director of Talent Relations John Laurinaitis introduced him 
self. “We talked for a while about my career goals and how 
| might fit in with WWE's plans, and then, since it was early, 
| went back to sleep," Gowen says. "When I oke up. I м asn't 
sure if ГА dreamt the whole thing. I kept saying. “That didn't 
happen. WWE couldn't have called me and asked if I wanted 
a job. 

But now, the fantasy has ended, and Tenacious Z 1s the 
first one-legged performer ever to work on the WWE roster. 
However, other challenges were awaiting him. 

"I know I have a great gimmick,” he emphasizes. "But 1 т 
not a gimmick. I'm a wrestler. 1 get down on the mat and trade 
holds. I get up on the ropes and hit guys with missile drop- 
kicks. Maybe people are interested in the fact that 1 have one 
leg. But even if I had two legs, l'd be here eventually.” Ш 


bs ur 


аса žari” . = 7 = | 





Michigan University, Gowen began training at the Thunder- 
Zone wrestling school in Livonia. “I walked in wıth my 
prosthesis and $200 in my hand.” he reminisces. “I paid my 
money, and popped I^ prosthesis off. A couple ol people 
laughed at me, and Ray Knight, the school's owner, told me 
not to get my hopes up. But I said, ‘Just give me a chance." 
Gowen went through the same regimen as the other 
students: learning to fall, run the ropes, and practice mat and 
chain wrestling. But unbeknownst to his instructors, he had 
flips on his backvard trampoline since the 








been practicing 
fourth grade. 

"| knew how 
swanton bomb and shooting-star press,” he boasts. "I figured 


to do a moonsault, 450-degree frog splash, 


out how to do a plancha, diving to ringside and landing on 


one foot. The difference was that it's easier to do this stuff 


working off a trampoline than it is on a mat. But I learned. 

There was another obstacle facing the aspiring Шап as 
well: “It took a while to figure out how to get to the top rope 
with one leg. Then, I saw Rob Van Dam do it with a single 
leap, and it all made sense to me. Now, I can even get in the 
ring by springboarding from the apron to the top rope, and 
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By Brian Solomon 





The duo of Shelton Benjamin & Charlie Haas came into WWE's 
SmackDown! franchise as Team Angle, and are the continuation 
of a trend that includes Brock Lesnar and before him, Kurt Angle: 
former amateur wrestlers with stellar athletic credentials. They 
are among those helping to dispel the bias against sports- 
entertainment within amateur circles. In fact, it was their love 
of sports-entertainment that first led Benjamin and Haas to the 


Division I schools. Instead, he enrolled 
at Lassen Community College in 
California and continued his wrestling 
career there. His team won the NJCAA 
Collegiate Championship in 1996. Al 
the beginning of 1997, he transferred 
to the University of Minnesota and 
joined the wrestling team under coach 
J Robinson. 

“Shelton had the ability to beat any- 
one in the nation,” said Coach Robinson. 
"He's a pretty focused young man who's 
got some great talent and has made some 
good decisions about putting himself in 
different situations that can help him 
throughout life. He's very disciplined, and 
that helped him in his amateur career.” 


amateur mat in the first place. 


Shelton Benjamin 


Growing upin South Carolina, Benjamin 
was a huge fan of both WWE and the 
National Wrestling Alliance (NWA). At 
Orangeburg-Williamson High School, 
he tried out for the wrestling team, 
thinking it would be just like what he 
saw on ГУ. The vast difference between 
the professional and amateur ranks was 


a shock to him, but he applied himself 


nevertheless, and quickly became a 
standout competitor. He won two heavy- 
weight titles and earned state honors in 
football and track, as well. 

After high school, he planned to 
continue wrestling al the college level. 
However, because he took his SAT too 
late, he couldn t be signed by any 
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recalls, “And 1 told him that was some 
thing | wanted to try. Its always been 
something | wanted to do, ever since 1 
saw my first match between Maznum 
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ine on Dung amateur breakout in WWE 


When WWE talent scout Gerald 
Brisco came to J Robinson—his old 


college roommate—for prospectir С 


talent, the coach suggested Benjamin. 
Brisco was first introduced to the young 
wrestler іп 1999 when SummerSlam 
came to Minneapolis, and was instant 
impressed. A three-day tryout was sel 
up at WWE's Stamford training facil- 





5 


Competing for ап NCAA Division | 
school was quite a challenge for 
Benjamin, one that improved him as a 
competitor. His coach instilled qua 


that remain with him to this dav 





ites 


“I told him, “Shelton, if you bust your 
butt for the next eight weeks, you'll win 
the national tournament, " said Robinson. 


"Eight weeks of unbelievable hell in 





“WHEN YOU GO straight from dark matches 
to the main story on the show, you realize that 
management has a lot of confidence in you." 


Т.А. and Wahoo McDaniel. That was in 
the third or fourth grade, and Гуе been 
hooked ever since. 

Benjamin Was Immediate! sent 10 
Ohio Valley Wrestling (OVW ( to begin 
the long journey towards possible 
Superstardom. Under the watchful eve 
of OVW head Jim Cornette and his 
associates, Benjamin blossomed as a 
professional. At 62” and 245 pounds, 
his physical abilities gave him an edge 
right from the start. Ironically, he 


ity, and he passed with flying colors 

"He was everything J said he was, 
says Brisco, “He was a natural in the 
ring. He just took to it like a fish to 
water. 

By January 2000, Shelton Benjamin 
was signed to a WWE developmental 
contract. It was an opportunity to fulfill 
a childhood dream. 

"Me and J had talked about what | 
wanted to do [with my career] when | 
first arrived in Minnesota,” Benjamin 


exchange for an honor you Il have for 
the rest of your life—it's a small price 
lO pay. 

Robinson's advice paid off. As а 
member of Minnesota s Golden Gophers, 
Benjamin became an NCAA All- 
American in both 1997 and 1998. He 
also became an assistant coach for the 
team. He was a fellow teammate and 
trainer of fellow Golden Gopher Brock 
Lesnar, two years his junior. 

"Brock never lacked any confidence,” 
Shelton remembers, “He was pretty 
much the strongest guy ] ever locked 
horns with. He got along with every- 
one, but he was still Brock. What vou 


see 15 what you pet. 
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formed a lag-team partnership with 
Lesnar. Under the name of “The 
Minnesota Stretching Crew” Benjamin 


& Lesnar proceeded to make names for 
themselves 

“We had always joked about becom- 
ing a tag team,” says Shelton. "It was 
actually kind of cool that we got to do 
it, We enjoy ed it.” 

Benjamin and Lesnar captured the 
OVW Southern Tag Team titles from the 
Disciples of Synn on February 13, 2001 
at OVW A-Nated: My Bloody Valentine. 
Over the course of 2001, they would 
win that 11116 two more times. 

When Lesnar got the call to join the 
WWE roster in March 2002, Benjamin 
found himself on his own. He made the 
most of it, even sconng а VICIO y over 
then- WWE Superstar Bull Buchanan. 

Last summer, Benjamin was teamed 
with another future WWE roster member. 
Kodney Mack (then called Redd Dogg) 
known as The Doge Pound, Benjamin 
& Mack won the OVW Southern Tag 
Team titles in July 

But it would be as the teammate of 
Charlie Haas, vet another OVW alumnus, 
that Benjamin would finally make it to 
"the big game" at the end of last vear. 

"It's been unbelievable," says Benjamin. 
‘Tm still surprised at how well things 
have gone for us, and how quickly. We 
made our debut at the end of December, 
and the last thing | imagined was that 
we would be defending the WWE Tae 
Team titles at WrestleMania! It's mind- 
boggling. When you go straight from 
dark matches to the main story on the 
show, you realize that management has 
a lot of confidence in you. It made me 
feel good, but at the same time, I realize 
there's pressure now to perform." 

Jun Ross, who is quite busy as WWE's 
senior Vice President of Talent Relations 
when he's not calling the action on TV, 





has routinely touted Benjamin's poten- 
al. 

“shelton is an amazing athlete,” he 
told AAW Magazine. "His physical gifts 
are extraordinary, as evidenced by a 
very successful amateur career at the 
University of Minnesota. The mental 
aspect, which presents numerous chal- 


lenges to an athlete, will be Shelton 8 


biggest obstacle. He reminds me ol 


Kurt Angle in many respects,” 


just out of college, so the brothers had 


to venture further from home, They soon 
discovered a school run by WWE veteran 
Iron Mike Sharpe. 

"[ watched him growing up, with 
that forearm brace he would wear,” 
says Haas. “He was just a tremendous 
heel. I didn't realize how big a human 
being he really 15 until | walked in and 
saw him. He taught us good fundamen- 
tals. He really laid it in on us. He wanted 
to make sure we really wanted it, so 1 
wasn't a walk in the park. It was hard 
work." 

Charlie and Russ trained with Sharpe 
for 10 months before making their pro- 
fessional debuts in the late 905 as a tag 
team on the independent circuit. They 
quickly started piling up tag team 
championships along the way. In order 
to pay the bills, by day Charlie worked 
as a trade analyst for the Wall Street 
firm Goldman Sachs. 

While competing in the East Coasi 
Wrestling Association (ECWA), the 
brothers crossed paths with a WWE 
talent scout who was on the hunt for 
new talent. 

"Here were a couple of university- 
educated guys making a good living in 
their respective careers, wanting to find 
out if they had what it took to make 1 
הו‎ World Wrestling Entertainment, 
the scout recalls. "They never expected 
anything to be handed to them. Russ & 
Charlie had toured the indies for vears, 
but unlike the goofs they had to work 
with, the Haas Brothers had ‘it’. You 
can't learn ‘it, you either have “it, or 
you don't." 

Charlie and Russ were given tryouts 
in dark matches at several WWE events. 
Jim Ross, WWE's Senior Vice President 
of Talent Relations, was impressed, 
and in 2000 offered the Haas brothers 
contracts with Memphis Championship 
Wrestling (MCW), then one of WWE's 
developmental territories. 

As WWE's developmental program 
went through various changes over the 
next couple of years, the siblings remained 
a constant. When MCW was shut + 
they were transferred to Heartland 











ҮА. 


Haas has been able to adapt easily to the 
pro style. At left, he assists in a double- 
team with his partner, a strategy we doubl 


he learned onthe amateur mat. 


Olympics and would eventually repeat 
that feat in 1992. As part of his training 
camp, Haas had an opportunity to 
travel around the country with Smith 
and observe his technique. 

After graduation, Charlie, and later 
Russ, went on to become starters for 
Seton Hall University's Division | 
wrestling team. Upon his graduation, 


there was no doubt in the mind of 





Charlie Haas w 
next. 

"| had been a fan of professional 
wrestling since the second grade,” says 
Haas. “The first time I turned on the 
ТУ and saw Jimmy ‘Superfly Snuka 
get piledriven on the floor by Kay "Ihe 
Crippler' Stevens, 1 was hooked. All 
through my life, even when I was 
involved in amateur wrestling, 1 didn't 
miss a weekend of pro wrestling [on 
TV], and I just bought every magazine. 
When I got out of college, I didn t want 
to compete intemationally or try out for 
the Olympics. I wanted to go right to 
pro wrestling." 

The Haas brothers sought out the 
nearest wrestling school, which turned 
out to be ECW's "House of Hardcore.” 
then run by Tazz. But the $3,000 price 
tag was too steep for two young men 


ere to take his career 


Charlie Haas 


From Edmonton, Oklahoma, Charlie Haas 
15 the latest on a list that includes Leroy 
McGuirk, Danny Hodge and Jack & Jerry 
Brisco, all from the Sooner State and 
all amateurs turned pro. His amateur 
career began in junior high school, where 
he was a starter on the wrestling team. 
At Edmond High School, Charlie and 
his brother Russ were both starters for 
the state champion Bulldogs. 

Along the way, the Haas brothers 
received tireless inspiration and price- 
less advice from their maternal grand- 
lather, Hugh Devore. A two-time All- 
American for the University of Notre 
Dame in the early "306 under the great 
Knute Rockne, Devore spent 45 years 
coaching in the college and pro football 
ranks, including stints as head coach 
for Notre Dame, the Philadelphia Eagles 
and Green Bay Packers. (It was Devore 
who recommended Vince Lombardi as 
his replacement with the Packers.) 

During his junior and senior vears 
of high school, Charlie had the honor of 
traning with John Smith—a man later 
called “the greatest amateur wrestler 
ever” by Kurt Angle. Smith had just 
won a gold medal at the 1988 Summer 





THE TIME SINCE Russ' death has been very 
trying, but getting the call to join the WWE roster 
gave Charlie a chance to fulfill their shared dream. 
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| “| MADE A PROMISE to my brother, Russ. 
‘| will finish what we started. | will live up to the 
wrestling dreams that we planned together." 


wrestled al 
sitting backstage at the [Reliant] Astro- 


М Fun Axxess. We were 


dome when Austin was wrestling The 


Rock, and we made a promise to our 
selves that we'd be wrestling at the 
next WrestleMania. And of course, six 
months later he passed away. Ihe week 
before this year's WrestleMania, | went 
down to his gravesite, just to tell him 
"We made it. Its WrestleMania АХ, 


but we re here finally." Е 


will finish what we started. I will live 
up to the dreams that you and 1 planned 
together. There was no thought at that 
point about quitting. We had worked too 
hard. | wanted to let the Haas Brothers 
name carry on through me.” 

The time since Russ’ death has been 
very trying for Charlie, but getting the 
call to join the WWE roster almost 
him a 








exactly one year later gave 
chance to fulfill that shared dream. 


“At WrestleMania X-7, Russ and | 


Wrestling Association (HWA) In 
Cincinnati. When WWE severed 118 
relationship with HWA, they moved a 
second time to the one remaining 
developmental promotion, Jim Comette 5 
Ohio Valley Wrestling (OV W) in 
Louisville, Kentucky. 

“To sav that Charlie and Russ Haas 
were bound for the bigtime in our busi 
ness 15 an underslatement, says former 
WWE personality William Moody, 
then known as Paul Bearer. “I first met 
them a few years ago when they wres- 
led in opening matches at WWE TV 
tapings. Notwithstanding their in-ring 
ability, what stood out about these two 
brothers was what Aretha Franklin sang 
about many years ago, R-E-5-P-E-C-T, 
Russ and Charlie had it.” 

The Haas Brothers quickly became 
the talk of the developmentals. At the 
2001 Brian Pillman Memorial Show 
hosted by HWA, they defeated Steve 
Bradley and future WWE Superstar 
Rico. Three weeks later, they scored a 
win over former WCW competitors 
Reno & "Above Average" Mike Sanders. 
When Big Show paid a visit to the ter- 
ritorv, he teamed with the brothers to 
beat Sanders, Kanyon & Mark Jindrak 
(another former WCW star). 

But unthinkable tragedy would change 
the course of Charlie's career—as well 
as his life. On December 15, 2001 his 
brother, best friend and tag team part- 
y of a heart attack 





ner Russ died sudden 
at age 27. 

“It's been a real long, hard year and 
à half—not only for me, but for my 
whole family,” relates Charlie. “I know 
Russ 15 with me, and every ume I get in 
the ring, it's two spirits in one body. I 
just ask him to be my guardian angel 
out there and help me throughout my 
Career 

"When he passed away, on thal 
day when we found him on the 
living room couch, my whole lite just 
flashed before me. Not only did I not 
know what Га do about wrestling, | 
didn't know what I was gonna do at all. 
I had lost my brother. 

“But then I made the decision that | 
wasn't gonna walk away from it, because 





actua 


] knew Russ would be really pissed off 


at me, and I knew he wouldn't do it to 
me. So I made a promise to him, right 


before they closed the coffin: “Russ, | 
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by keith elliot greenberg 





Talkin’ 


Animal 
The Evolution of 


One of WWE’s Most 
Beloved Legends 








The fans never knew. 

In the ring, he was 
called “The Animal,” 

and he acted the part, 
grunting and moaning 
incoherently, flapping 
his arms, staring glassy- 
eyed into the camera, 
and ripping turnbuckles 
open with his teeth. 


ut when George Steele disap- 
,peared for long stretches Irom 
WWE, he went home to 


Michigan, where he'd earned a master’s 





degree to teach high school and coach 
wrestling, football and track. The next 
summer, he'd re-emerge from hiberna- 
tion, a shiny-headed mammal with a body 
covered in fur. 

“I've always been hairy," he relates. 


“1 can remember going to the beach as 






legends george “the animal” steele 





The Animal proudly displays his coveted plaque at the 1995 WWE Hall of Fame induction 


ceremony, which recognized his outstanding career in sports-entertainment. 
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l'd be making $10 or $15 à night, instead 
of the $25 to $90 a night I made from 
wrestling. 1 remember the first time that 
| wrestled at the Civic Arena in Pittsburgh, 
| was paid $1700. How many people 








psychology. "As à heel, I learned that 
sneaking and cheating would get me 
over, he says. “I'd hit my opponent with 
a foreign object, but never let the ref- 
eree see 1t. l'd hide it back in my trunks 
or under my arm, or step on it with my 
feet. That encouraged audience partici- 
pation. The fans were always trying to 
tell the referee what | was doing. Then. 
when things would start going against 
me, Га become the biggest chicken and 
run away. And the fans would jump up 
and down, feeling satisfied." 

Despite the pleasure he derived from 
manipulating spectators’ emotions, Steele 
claims that he never shirked his respon- 
sibilities at school, teaching full days 
and overseeing football practice before 
driving 150 miles for a match. 

“I always told my kids that wrestling 
was the difference between having 
hamburgers prepared 35 different ways. 
or having steak and lobster,” he says. “] 
was making $4,300 a year as a teacher. 
If Га gotten an extra job as a bouncer, 
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| Steele had a very strong following in his hometown of Detroit, where he grew up as a fan 
watching local legends like The Sheik do battle. 


DETROIT 
FIRE 
DEPARTMENT 
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a teenager, and hearing little kids say, 
Mommy, there's a gorilla over there.’ 
It never really bothered me. I just laughed 
it off." 

Perhaps the future Superstar was so 
comfortable in his own skin because he 
never had problems excelling at the things 
he tried, whether it was academics, 
football, baseball, basketball or track. 


After graduating from high school in 


Madison Heights, a Detroit suburb, the 
-life Jim Myers played defensive 
tackle at Michigan State. Then, he retumed 
to his old high school in 1961 to begin 
his career as a gym teacher and coach. 

“That's all I ever wanted to do,” he 





геа 


says. "But at the time, I had two children 
and a third on the way, and I needed 
money. 

Myers was rock-solid at six-foot-one 
and 275 pounds, and a friend suggested 
that he contact Detroit promoter Bert 
Ruby 

"1 remember that his wife and mother 
were there, and Burt took me back into 
nis office and asked me to take off my 
shirt," Steele says. "He was looking for 
muscle tone and body build. But when 
he saw the hair on my body, he went, 
‘Wow! He saw character.” 

The youngster was shipped across the 
Detroit River to begin training in the 
basement of a waterfront church. 

“There were a few other wrestlers 
there, and they beat us קש‎ and sent us 
home, Steele says. "I came back the 
next day, and they did the same thing. 
After about four or five days of that, 
they began showing me a little bit about 
the business. But they said they had to 





teach me respect first." 

Ihree months after his first training 
session, Myers debuted as the masked 
Student, wrestling Klondike Bill in 
Kalamazoo. 

"I was fighting for my life," Steele 
recollects. "We went about 12 minutes, 
and 1 thought I was going to pass out. 
But 1 loved being tested like that. And, 
in the end, I won.” 

Along with the physical challenges 


of ring competition, the newcomer had | 


to absorb the complex rules of ring 


Because of his hairy body. fans would 
ridicule him with chants of “Animal!” 
Grabbing the microphone, Steele would 
yellina lisp—the result of a childhood 
football accident in which he almost 
lost his tongue—"T'm not an animal! 
I'm Mister Steele!” 

But Steele did little to discourage 
the taunts. When a fan hurled a pillow 
at him in Pittsburgh one night, he bit il 
open and tossed the stuffing in the аг, 
“The wrestlers were all laughing in the 
dressing room, he recalls. "And one 
of them said, ‘If you can get someone 
to throw a pillow at you every night, 
you Il have something special. 

"About two weeks later, | was wres- 
tling Chief Jay Strongbow and the match 
just sucked. So I looked at the turn- 
buckle, and said, ‘Il wonder... It was one 
of those old, Everlast turnbuckles, and 
when I took a bite out of it, il ripped 
like toilet paper. Out came the stuffing, 
and the place went nuts. 50 I started 
doing it almost every night." 

Steele s other celebrated trait 
his green tongue: "It started one night 


Was 


alter | ate some Clorettes and my tongue 
flopped out. The next week, all the fans 
were screaming for my green tongue. 
So, | started doing it every once in a 
while for my own entertainment, and 
every time, the fans went crazy. So, | 


made the decision to eat some Clorettes 


LM 





the Kentucky Butcher and Bull Ramos, 
to work its Northeastern territory. "I was 
the only one who was invited back the 
next summer," Steele says, "and almost 
every summer after that." 
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do vou know now who make $1700 a 
day? I couldn't believe it.” 

It was in Pittsburgh that a man named 
Johnny DeFazio, who loomed large in 
the city as both a grappling superstar 
and boss in the steelworkers union, 
decided to change the performer's per- 
sona. The mask came off, and DeFazio 
named the wrestler after Pittsburgh's 
number one industry, "He didn t like my 
first name, so he called me George,” 
Steele says. "And that was it.” 

In order to compensate for his cov- 
ered face, Steele had begun making 
bizarre noises and exaggerated gestures 
as The Student. Now, he embellished 
those habits, gaining notoriety as à true, 
idiosyncratic drawing card. One summer 
when school was out of session, WWE 
invited Steele and two other villains, 


| 


Steele lets loose on a hapless opponent, 
demonstrating the roughhouse style that 
made him a WWE mainstay. 
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“Wrestling was passing me by, and my 
ego couldn 1 handle it. And even though 
1 loved most of the talent, a few were 


becoming real prima donnas, and I felt 
like putting them over my knee and 
spanking them. But I was sick, and the 
company threw me a lifeline. And that's 
something I've never forgotten." 

loday, through a series of natural 
remedies, Steele claims that his Crohn's 
symptoms have disappeared. He occa- 
sionally turns up at independent wres- 
tling shows to bestow wisdom on WWE 
hopefuls, using some of the same tech- 
niques he employed as a high school 
coach. And he and his wife have 3 
profitable, home-based catalog shopping 
business. 

"The big thing for me is that my 
children are 
says. "And 1 attribute much of that to 
wrestling. You see, 1 think that educa- 
tion 15 much more than going to school. 
In the summer, I used to bring my chil- 


successful in life." Steele 


| dren with me to the different arenas 
| and take them in the dressing room, 


where they d tape my foreign objects 
for me. And they learned a lot. Thes 
traveled. They were around a marketing 
genius in Vince McMahon. They became 


| street smart. And it made a big differ- 
| ence in their lives. I call it depth." ₪ 
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In the mid-1980s, The Animal's infatuation with the lovely Miss Elizabeth captivated the 
hearts of WWE fans, who were watching a real-life depiction of "beauty and the beast.” 
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some reason—I dont know why—l 
put my head into the girth of his belly,” 
Steele reminisces. “He patted me on the 
head. Nothing was planned. Nothing 
was talked about beforehand. But when 
it happened, the fans fell in love with me.” 

In the mid- 1980s, Steele became 


involved in what was arguably the | 
most memorable storyline of his career, | 


becoming "obsessed" with ruffian Randy 
"Macho Man" Savage's comely valet 
Miss Elizabeth. 

"It was supposed to go on for three 
months," Steele says. “But the ‘beauty 
and the beast thing was so overwhelm- 
ing that we ran with it for a long period 
of time.” 

A new generation of followers 
became preoccupied with George “The 
Animal” Steele; his crossover celebrity 
would eventually lead to a role in the 


cult film Ed Wood. But in 1988. he | 




















retired again after being diagnosed with 
Crohn's Disease, an inflammation of 
the small intestine, causing abdominal 
pain, weight loss and other symptoms. 
By now, Steele was no longer teaching, 
and Vince McMahon asked him to become 
a road agent, traveling with and men- 
toring to the next generation of WWE 
Superstars. 

"| didn't enjoy it,” Steele admits. 


| 


ו 


every night, and have the best breath in 
professional wrestling.” 

For much of his career, Steele worked 
exclusively for WWE, although during 
the school year, he occasionally made 
appearances for the Detroit promotion 
then run by the late Ed Farhat (the vil- 
lainous Sheik). Periodically, one of Steele's 
high school football players would 
bring in a wrestling magazine and ask 
if the coach had a secret alter-ego. 

“Га say, ‘First of all, his name is 
George, and I'm Jim," Steele remem- 
bers. "And then Га go, “You think Pm 
that ugly?" 

Just before Hulk Hogan won the 
WWE Championship in 1984, Steele 
and promoter Vincent J. McMahon (father 
of current owner Vincent K. McMahon) 
had a heart-to-heart conversation. 

“1 had been there several years, and 
we had drawn a lot of money together, 
and had a lot of experiences,” Steele 
explains, "but he didn't want to see 
George “The Animal’ Steele become 
an old hang-around. And neither did I. 
We both had tears in our eves, and we 
hugged. | finished up my matches, then 
got word that [Vincent J. McMahon] 
had cancer. 1 called him a couple of 
times on the phone, and told him what 
a great man he was, how much respect 
| had for him, how he'd helped my 
family and so on. And as far as I was 
concerned, when he died, the character 
known às George "The Animal' Steele 
went into the coffin with him.” 

But as WWE expanded into an 
international. company, and old-time 
rasslın gave way to sports-entertainment, 
the aging showman received a call. The 
company Wanted him back—this time 
as a fan favorite. 

It began when Nikolai Volkoff and 
the Iron Sheik turned against the legend 
in a six-man tag match. Steele no longer 
spoke on his interviews. Instead. he'd 
become even more feral, twisting his 
mouth and making strange sounds, and 
fans began to feel some pangs of syn- 
pathy for the lonely Animal. 

"Оп television, [manager] Capt. Lou 
Albano tried to settle me down and, for 











By Anthony Calli 


est talker in all of sports-entertainment 
was good-natured about it, he had been 
swerved. 

Then came Sunday and the greatest 
thrill of the weekend—being on hand for 
WrestleMania XIX. Ashanti delivered 
an awesome rendition of “America the 
Beautiful” that left many enthusiasts 
teary-eyed. Limp Bizkit's performance 
was off the charts; John Cena's rap-off 
was hilarious; and the in-ring action 
was phenomenal beyond words. From 
top to bottom, this WrestleMania was 
the best one yet. At certain points the 
crowd was so loud that you couldn't 
hear yourself think, and I was seriously 
expecting the retractable dome to get 
blown off SAFECO Field. 

The trip was worthwhile and there 
isn't a price tag you can put on how 
awesome it was lo see WrestleMania 
in person, But as much fun as we had 
in Seattle, I'm glad that I won't have 
to travel cross-country to see next year's 
show. Thankfully, WrestleMania XX 
will be right in my back yard at the 
world's most famous arena, Madison 
Square Garden. And though right now 
it doesn't seem plausible to top this 
year's spectacular, l'm sure that by 
March 14, 2004, they'll find a way. ₪ 
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fans’ questions and judge posedowns 
involving WWE fans. After witnessing 
a few of these displays, 1 must say that 
some of the physiques being judged 
would have been better off remaining 
clothed. 

For my Floridian friend who was 


| also attending Axxess, the highlight of 


his trip came Friday evening when the 
People's Champion, The Rock, graced 
the ring for a litth Q&A session with 


some of his millions and millions of 


fans. After fielding a few questions 
about his new movie and the meaning of 
his latest tattoo, my buddy was handed 
the microphone. He told the Brahma 
Bull that he lived just outside of Miami 
and had been a big Rock fan since his 
Miami Hurricane days, and continued 
to sing the Brahma Ви! 5 praises. 


The Rock smiled as his admirer | 


continued on about how great an ath- 
lete The Rock was until unexpectedly, 


he spit out the word “but.” Then, his | 


tone changed and he asked The Rock 
what he was thinking making The 
and when the fans 
could expect the “Great One" to make 
a good movie. The Rock was floored 
by these comments and for a moment 
actually tongue-tied. Though the great- 


| Scorpion King, 





WrestleMania is the greatest thrill | 


ride in all of sports and entertainment, 
and there's nothing like experiencing 
it in person. The most recent extrava- 
ganza actually featured the greatest 
card ever assembled, with five main- 
event caliber match-ups. And even 


though Га previously attended two | 


WrestleManias, when I found out that 
Vince McMahon and Hulk Hogan were 
going to meet one-on-one, I knew that 
I had to find my way to Seattle. 

In fact, as soon as I learned of this 
classic encounter, I reached out to my 
good friend in Florida to see if he 
would be interested in joining me to 
reminisce about old times and enjoy 
the WWE festivities. Jokingly, he told 
me that if 1 could produce two tickets 
to the show, he would make the cross- 
country trek. Days later, | called to 
inform him of the section we'd be sit- 
ting in, and that same night he booked 
his flight to the west coast. 

When the office heard about my 
plans, they asked if I would be will- 
ing to undertake a few activities while 
there. My editor assigned me a story 
on Rhyno (which begins on page 22) 
as well as several other interviews. The 
promotions department then asked if I 
would work WWE Axxess and run the 
"Muscle Beach" booth. Considering 
l'm somewhat claustrophobic and not 
really one for large crowds. I agreed to 
be locked behind a guardrail where the 
masses couldn't smother me. 

The first day was long and tiring. 
My journey lasted more than 11 hours, 
including a stopover in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. 1 only had a few hours to 
adjust to the three-hour time change 
before | was on my way to Seahawks 
Stadium for the first session of Axxess. 
That night, I had the privilege of work- 
ing with John Cena and Lita, both 
of whom were ecstatic to be part of 
WrestleMania weekend. 

Over the next two days "Big Poppa 
Pump" Scott Steiner, Terri, Eric Bischoff, 
Chief Morley, Spike Dudley, Ivory 
and Lilian Garcia also accompanied 
me at the Muscle Beach booth to field 
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‘IT’S TIME TO GET STRATUSFIED! | 
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Best of Austin? 
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_ Brock’s Back on Тор... 


Can He Be Stopped? 
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